St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School, Dipton

We follow in Christ’s footsteps.

220719 Summer newsletter
Dear Parents/Carers
I feel exceptionally grateful and privileged to have completed another year alongside an incredibly resilient and caring group of children,
a dedicated, hardworking and ambitious group of staff and governors and a parent body who continue to support and work with us to
ensure every child has the best possible start. The children have, as always, surpassed our expectations in every way. We all end the
year a little tired, perhaps, but wiser and secure in the knowledge that pupils and staff have given their all to bring normality back into
school life.
This year, we have been able to enhance our curriculum with trips and residentials. We have been able to celebrate Masses and liturgies
and we have ensured that a timetable of after school clubs has been offered from Reception to Year 6! Each year group has been able to
celebrate these fantastic learning journeys with you during the class celebrations over recent weeks. I hope you have been as impressed
as I have been seeing the range of progress made. For us, watching our children working positively with each other is as important as
improving their range of academic skills.
I would like to give a special mention to our Year 6 pupils who leave us for new adventures. What a great group of young people you
have turned out to be — a credit to your families and to St Patrick’s. It will be hard for us all to adjust to life without you, next year, but
we wish you well on your new journey and look forward to hearing about your future successes.
I would also like to express my gratitude to Fr Dermott Donnelly: a real support to all of us connected to St Patrick’s school and parish.
His commitment to improve the lives and experiences of our young people was wonderful to see. His sudden passing was a huge shock
but, with the wonderful Youth Village, he leaves a legacy of hope and laughter ahead and many possibilities for children and adults alike
to explore and deepen their faith. In his words (or shall we say in the words of Winnie the Pooh which he often quoted), “It’s not what
you take on the journey, it’s who you take with you.”
As we close our doors for summer, we hope you can enjoy some quality time with family and friends before we return to school on
Tuesday 6th September. Take care and stay safe.
From all the staff and governors of St Patrick’s

Junior Editorial Team
Thank you to my support network!

One again, members of the junior
editorial team have been stars.
They have written lots of excellent
articles for this edition.
Enjoy reading!

Reception
Reception have enjoyed their introductory year and have
been fabulous for Mrs Bajrami and Mrs Hodgson. As their
topic has been underwater, Reception have enjoyed some
pirate themed games in P.E. and they have even been on
a trip to Tynemouth Aquarium. They haven’t just been
keeping fit in P.E. though as they have been doing the
100 song in maths which involves fun actions. They had a
brilliant time making boats in science and seeing if they
floated or not in their new pond outside their classroom.
They have enjoyed doing phonics daily and learning new
sounds. In art week, Reception enjoyed creating work
based on the Queen and her Jubilee. They have also
been making clay shells very recently.
Emiryn said, “I enjoyed maths”
George said, “I enjoyed the pirate games in P.E”

Oliver said, “I enjoyed climbing in the yard”
By Jay

Year 1
Year 1 have had an amazing last half
term! Their topic has been The Queen.
Year 1 have learned many interesting
facts about the Queen. In maths, Y1
have learned some important life skills
such as how to tell the time and how to
count money. They have also learned
about 2D and 3D shapes. In writing,
they have been re-telling the story
called, “The Queen’s Handbag”. The
class story in Year 1 was “The Aardvark
who wasn’t sure”. In science, they
learned about the seasons and now
know why the seasons occur. Overall,
Year 1 have had a fabulous final half
term and are definitely ready for Year
2!
By Alfie

Year 2
Year 2 have worked so hard this term and have
thoroughly enjoyed every bit of it. As their topic was
Grace Darling, they wrote a Victorian letter to
someone pretending they were Grace Darling. In
maths, Year 2 have been focusing on time and
measuring. They have been learning about animals
and their babies, and how to be healthy in science.
In RE, they have been looking at what is special to
them and making treasure boxes.
Year 2 have thoroughly enjoyed music with Mrs
McCartney. Mrs McCartney has taught them so much
including about pitch and rhythm. In P.E., they have
been exploring athletics. They have read quite a
few class stories this term: Flat Stanley, Stanley Flat
Again and Invisible Stanley— all by Jeff Brown.
Torin said, “Year 2 is fun.” Mary and Ella have really
enjoyed art. Zara added, “I like the topic Super
heroes.”

By Lainey

Year Three
Year Three have focused on Pompeii and
natural catastrophes. They have learned
about volcanoes, rocks and earthquakes and
thoroughly enjoyed it. Pompeii is in Italy. In
maths, the pupils of Year Three learned
about time and times tables. They will excel
in Year Four. They focused on the five times
tables. In English, they have learned about
exclamation marks and direct speech. They
have done very well! The class said goodbye
to Mrs Brown and welcome back to Mrs
Bevan who returned to school after having
her son, Charlie.
Year Three have had loads of fun with Tom,
our sports coach, They have also had a great
time with people from Kielder Observatory.
By Katie

Year 4
This term, Y4 enjoyed music, a trip and much
more! Their topic has been Erosion and they
have been loving it. James said, “I’ve enjoyed
finding out about invertebrates and
vertebrates”. They also have been rapping in
music. They’ve rapped, “Stop”. One pupil said,
“I loved rapping with our class, even Mrs
Brotherson and Mrs Burgess joined in!” In
maths, they have been doing coordinates. AJ
said, “I loved doing maths. It’s so easy!”
In English, Year 4 have been writing letters and
they’ve really enjoyed it! They’ve also enjoyed
doing swimming, bench ball and banana tag in
P.E. In art, Year 4 have been exploring 70s
patterns. Leah said, “I liked drawing the
different pictures to represent the 1970s!”. They
also went on a trip to Seaham to learn about
their topic, but their favourite thing to do was
Reading Plus!
By Nina

Year 5
Year 5 have been working extremely hard this
term and have loved all of the work and
challenges they have faced. Some of their
favourite subjects are Forest School and art. One
of the favourite art pieces they did was based on
work by David Hockney, a professional painter of
countryside and seas. You can see an example
of this is the art section of the newsletter.
Meanwhile, as well as experimenting with
artwork, Year 5 also been focusing on maths. In
maths, they have been concentrating on
kilograms and grams along with angles. They
said that they have really improved in maths
with the help of Mrs Oswald. Recently in English,
Year 5 have been working on a story from when
they went on a trip to Seaham for a day.
As they have such joy learning about the
outdoors, they did lots of animal
comprehensions including, one about a bat. That
was their favourite! They learned in science
about plants and all of the different parts
including dissecting one too, Cool!
From all the work and improvements, they have
made, Year 5 are definitely ready for Year 6.
By Cara

Year 6
Year 6 have been lovely for Miss Parry and Mrs Moore. They
have had the best time at St. Patrick’s but they have to
continue on with their journey. Year 6 loved their transition
days at St. Bede’s: they even got to try some lessons and the
school lunch. Their topic this term was Evolution. They
looked at an explorer called Charles Darwin, who was an
English scientist. He discovered the theory of evolution. The
Year 6s worked with the Year 5s to create an amazing play.
In geography, Year 6 have been looking at where their food
comes from and how it is produced. Mr Lee, who taught the
Year 6s music, helped them with a song they needed to learn
for their leavers’ liturgy. Miss Parry and Mrs Moore are so
pleased with the year 6s SATs scores! All the hard work
certainly paid off.
Although there has been lots of work, this term has also
involved getting ready for Bede’s, the play and the leavers’
liturgy. The Year 6s will now be handing their newsletter
responsibility on to the Year 5s.
By Lainey

This year, at St Patrick’s, children have worked on many art projects. Our final summer exhibition celebrated the
Queen’s reign. We focused on many eras which spanned from 1940 to the present day, a historical 70 years.

Year 5 1960s David Hockney
Reception 1950s

Inspiration taken from Yorkshire
landscapes

Portraits of Queen Elizabeth

Y4 1970s homage to tie
dye fashion of the time.

Y6 Work in the style of
Chuck Close

Year 6
1980s recreating the work
of artist Julian Opie.

Year 1
1990s Denim and consumerism

Year 2

Year 3

2000s Banksy is an England-based street
artist, political activist and film director
whose real name remains a mystery.

2010s Tom Fedro—an American artist whose
work was very playful, energetic and colourful

Thank you Fr Dermott,
Fr Abel and Fr Peter for
leading our children
through their First Holy
Communion.
It was a truly unforgettable
day!

We will miss you
Fr Dermott!

Our pupils love to be active and love their P.E. sessions.
They have also enjoyed a wide range of after school clubs.
St Patrick’s entered two 5-a-side competitions and our girls
won! It was great that both teams enjoyed the experience.

Gardening club
Gardening club was a wonderful club children
could come to on a Monday evening. The club
was open to Year 3 and Year 4 and was run
by Mrs Evans and Mrs Langley. After clearing
the area, they started to plant different plants
and seeds like geraniums, spring onions,
carrots, strawberries, sunflowers, tomatoes
and beetroot.
Mary Kate loved watering the flowers.
Matthew liked picking the strawberries.

Harriet enjoyed watching the flowers grow.
Vin loved planting the various greenery.
By Cara and Jay

On the topic of gardening, this is
Reception’s sunflower. They are
the winner’s of our whole school
sunflower competition.

Forest School
Forest School was led by Mrs Gardner and
Mrs Oswald. Year 5s and 6s were able to
go. They did some really fun things:
roasting marshmallows, climbing trees
(under adult supervision) and many more
exciting things. They even made their
own fire with leaders watching all the
time. They played some really fun warm
up games. Forest School in some schools
is just for the younger children, but not in
our school. We have a range of year
groups doing forest school including Rec,
Y1, Y2, Y5 and Y6.
Callum said, “I liked when we did the
fire.”
Violet agreed, “I loved cooking on the
fire.”
Logan pointed out, “I liked how the
teachers took what we wanted to into
account.”
By Lainey

Rock Bottom Play
Rock Bottom is a wonderful play by Craig
Hawes. Year Five and Six joined together to
make an extravagant experience. This play
includes many catchy songs and funny jokes.
Rock Bottom is all about a young boy who
wants to invent things like Lady Lava’s
Eggheads. There is a ferocious monster
roaming through Rock Bottom. Everyone is
terrified. Will Bobby get his dream? Will Rock
Bottom be safe? Lady Lava wants to stay
young. Will she get her wish? This thrilling
play will answer all questions. Parents and
family watched this extraordinary play on
Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th July.
Audience numbers were great both nights.
By Katie, Cara and Nina.

Stem to Stars
This term, St. Patrick’s have made a partnership
with Kielder Observatory. Their astronomers have
come into our school to give all the pupils a new
learning experience about space. Evie in Year 1
said, “I learnt that the sun is a star and it is not
actually yellow. It’s green!”. Year 5 and 6 are
going to have a after school club, next year, all
about astronomy, so if you are really interested in
space then I would keep your eye out. When they
visited the astronomers brought infra-red glasses
and ultra-violet beads to make our own bracelets
to take home. They show you when you need to
put sun cream on. Jay in Year 6 said, “I enjoyed
making the bracelets. I even wore mine on a
walk and it actually worked!”. Different classes
did different activities. “I loved the people from
Stem and Star coming in,” said Amie in Year 4.
By Nina

Playground Rules/Friendship
Stop
Competition
Thank you to every child who submitted
an entry.
All entries were anonymised and Mrs
Dooley, one of our school governors,
chose the winners.
She picked two designs for playground
rules and one for the friendship stop.
Congratulations to:
Cara Y6, Lenny Y3 and Matthew Y1.
We hope to get these made into signs for
our yard.
To everyone who took the time to put
forward a design, your efforts are very
much appreciated and I know it was an
extremely hard decision for Mrs Dooley.

Looking ahead to next year...

Reminder of class organisation for September:
Member of staff
Mrs Bajrami
Mrs Evans
Mrs Langley
Mrs Bevan/Miss Clish
Mrs Brotherston*
Mrs Oswald
Miss Parry

Year group
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

*Mrs Brotherston will be leaving St Patrick’s, at the end of the first half term, to take up a SENDCo role at

the larger, local, primary school Tanfield. She will be very much missed, but we wish her every success.
More details will follow in the new term. School will begin the process of finding her replacement when
we return after the summer holiday.
We will make sure we give her a good send-off!
We hope as many pupils as possible enjoy school lunches, which will be delivered by BWCET in
September. For those of you who continue to bring in a packed lunch, please ensure you follow the
packed lunch policy available on our school website.

