St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School, Dipton

We follow in Christ’s footsteps.

220407 Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers
Two terms have flown past and here we are approaching Easter! For those who were able to attend, I hope you have enjoyed the recent liturgies
which our children have led this week. It has been lovely to be able to invite you, once again, to join in with our reflections and celebrations. A high
point in the term, for me, was our return to Church to enjoy a St Patrick’s Day Mass. It may have been a more gentle celebration compared to some of
the all-singing, all dancing masses we may have had in the past, but it was the perfect introduction that our Reception and Y1 pupils needed as their
first experience of Mass since starting school. Quite an occasion. Not that it needs to be said, because it is expected, but our pupils were super and
our Early Years and KS1 staff were particularly proud!
This half term, events on the world-wide stage have dominated our screens with distressing and shocking scenes. Like many around us, as a family
community, we rallied showing that we stand in support of all those who are suffering due to the conflict in Ukraine. Your response, as ever, was heart
warming.
As this newsletter is distributed, our Y4 and Y5 pupils are enjoying their residential visit to the Youth Village. How refreshing that we are now in a
position to explore opportunities again. A big thank you to staff for joining in with the rota of supervision so readily. I am sure we will be catching up
on some lost sleep over the Easter holiday.
Next term, which will be their last few months at St Patrick’s, our Y6 children will also enjoy a residential visit to Weardale. Our oldest pupils will be
making the most of their remaining time with us and there is plenty planned to make sure they go out in style!
Have a lovely Easter!
From All the team!
Speaking of our last term, I share with you a plea to read as often as you can with your children—at least 3 times per week. I have made a
number of individual calls to parents over the last couple of weeks and many say they are reading but not noting this in their child’s planner.
Please make sure you record every time you hear your child read. We monitor this regularly and we would love to see this happening with
every child. Remember every time you hear your child read, your child is becoming a more fluent and confident reader and every time a
teacher sees at least 3 comments a week, you child receives a raffle ticket for our half term prize draw. If your child is not reading at home,
they (and you) are undoubtedly missing out on some lovely experiences.
If you are looking for some inspiration, please revisit our school reading challenge which was set on World Book Day. There are so many
ideas around reading to try. If you need any other help around encouraging your child to read, please contact the school office and we will
arrange a chat with your child’s class teacher to share some ideas.

Another lovely day!
We are ready and enthusiastic about learning at
St Patrick’s whatever the weather: wind, rain, hail,
sunshine or snow (sometimes in the same day)!

Our junior editorial team are
becoming seasoned professionals
now!
Watch out Laura Kuenssberg and
Hugh Edwards!
Thanks, as ever, for your great
teamwork!

This half term, the Reception learning quality
has been inquisitiveness. This includes wanting
to find out more about their topic. Many pupils
have been extremely interested in their
amazing project of raising caterpillars into
butterflies. At the moment, they are waiting
for the caterpillars to begin their change. How
exciting. They go into a cocoon known as a
chrysalis. When the butterflies are ready to
go, they will be released into the wild. Our
reception children can describe this brilliantly.
All of the pupils have excelled in maths,
English and all other subjects. They have been
doing lots of counting, such as counting
animals. Reception have planted bean stalks
like Jack and the Beanstalk.
They have also been on an enjoyable visit to
Hall Hill Farm. They went on a trip to learn
more about their topic which is New Life in
Spring. Reception pupils learned about the
size of an animal and their life cycles
The Reception class have also been making
their own farm animal book based on a real
book.
By Katie and Georgie R

In Year 1 this term, the children have been doing
a lot of learning and fun things, such as, playing
with Victorian toys (which are very different to
many of the toys we play with today). The class
also had a great trip to Beamish. Deniz said, “The
teacher in the Victorian classroom was very
scary.” Good job you have Mrs Evans who is not
like that at all!
In PE, this class have been playing many games
with Tom like Stuck in the Mud and Octopus. All
the children love these sessions. Alexander said,
“I remember being the octopus and getting my
friends with my tentacles!” Pupils have also been
learning Aunty Maud’s Dance in the Toy Room as
part of their dance curriculum.
In maths, Year 1 have also been exploring
length and weight. They have really enjoyed
this.
Evie said that she loved asking lots of
questions in RE because she found the topic
really interesting. Pupils have been sharing the
story of Easter and they have learned about
Jesus on the cross.

Phonics is a big part of life in Y1 and pupils
have been trying really hard to blend and
segment words as this is a crucial part of early
reading.

In Year 2 this term, the children have been doing
lots of enjoyable things in their class.
Olivia said, “I love doing maths and English”.
In maths, Y2 have been learning about shapes as
well as how to make tally and bar charts.
A great morning was had by all when Phil from
Allstars Cricket club visited the school to give the
pupils a taster session.
They have also completed some amazing writing as
part of their topic, Knights and Princesses.
Children made up their own stories with their own
characters as well.
Ruby said, “I really enjoyed observational drawing of
shoes and making drawbridges.”
Science has been all about materials with pupils
learning how to change variables in experiments, on
their own, understanding words such a rigid and
absorb.

With vocabulary like that are you Y2 or Y6?
This half term, Y2 went off to ‘Knight School’. They
learnt what it really meant to become a knight. You
had to be rich, strong and know how to dance! We
discovered what really went in the moat around the
castle (disgusting…but a great defence!) During
their visit to Newcastle Castle, everyone climbed the
many, many steps within the castle keep to be
rewarded with a fabulous view of the city.

This half term, Year 3 have been working hard being
excellent representatives for St Patrick’s during their book
club meeting where they joined many schools from the
BWCET family to read The Worst Class in the World. It was
great fun.

In history, their main topic has been Anglo Saxons including
the battle of Hastings and William the Conqueror. They have
been adding dance movements to music representing the
battle between Saxons and Vikings. How interesting!
In PE with Tom, Y3 have really enjoyed learning how to hit a
ball with a bat and position their bodies correctly. They have
also been playing Banana Tag, which has proved very popular
with the whole class, and they were very eager to tell us about
it.
Ava said, “I have really enjoyed PE this half term!”

In science, Year 3 have loved experimenting with different
fabrics, trying to design a curtain for their friend Alex to
block out the light.
The children have also enjoyed the opportunity to
celebrate Mass again with the rest of their school family—
something they have not been able to do since the before
the pandemic—firstly on Ash Wednesday, which marks
beginning of Lent and then again on St Patrick’s Day.
By Rosie H

Year 4 have had an exciting time this half term. Their
topic has been coal mining focusing on the Felling mining
explosion in 1812.
They learned that miners 2,3 and 5 all died from gas
when they were deep in the mines.

In maths, Year 4 have been focusing on decimals and
fractions. This is a tricky maths topic and they have
done really well.
They have been participating in tables championships to
master their ability in times tables to get ready for the
up-coming Y4 assessment in June when every Y4 pupil in
the country will have a multiplication test. Our Y4 pupils
are not worried though. They know they just have to put
in the hard work to learn their times tables.
In writing, they have been creating a wishing story about
a king or queen who finds an animal and wants 3 wishes
but has only 1 wish so they have to find a way to
combine all three.
In science, Year 4 have been learning about music and
sound. In RE, they have been working on Lent and Holy
Week thinking about why we give up things at this time
of reflection.
In art, this class have studied Henri Matisse and
experienced painting with scissors.
Overall, Year 4 have had an enjoyable time this half term,
finishing off with a two night stay at the Youth Village.
I would have loved to join the children with all of the
wonderful activities they do. By Alfie

Year 5 have been working very hard and have achieved
lots this term. They have been learning about different
explorers in their topic work. They are now fully informed
about Earnest Shackleton. I am sure if you ask them a
question, they will be happy to answer any of your
queries. Their topic this term in English is about writing an
ice adventure. Pupils have also been writing letters to
Shackleton to apply for a job on his ship. Amazing timing
with Shackleton’s sunken ship Endurance recently
discovered.
In art, Year 5 have been enjoying creating tie-dye
designs and hopefully we can all have a look at the
beautiful textiles they have created. Decimals and
percentages are what Year 5 have conquered in maths
this term.
There’s more... the Year 5 pupils are going to be joined
by the Y4 for their Holy Communion soon and this term
they have participated in their first reconciliation service.

In PE, Year 5 have been doing net and ball games with
Tom as well as swimming in their other session.
Scarlett commented, “ I like the lessons we do.”
Natalia said, “I like art.”
Macey said, “I have really enjoyed maths.”

Martina added, “I like tie dye, PE and school clubs.”
By Lainey

Year Six have been working very hard with their preparation for
SATs.
Their other main focus has been their science as they have been
learning about the heart and the circulatory system. The children
said the most interesting aspect they did was when they dissected
a sheep’s heart. Gross! Actually, it was quite interesting and cool.
The class said it was really good fun and they loved it when they
felt the heart strings and when they put their fingers through the
arteries and veins, which was really fascinating.
Also, Y6 started a new book called Pig Heart Boy and they said it
was their favourite book they have read so far.

Currently, in maths, Year 6 have been doing lots of revision on areas like fractions,
decimals, area, perimeter and dividing. Lots of practice is provided so children can now be prepared for SATs.
Miss Parry and Mrs Moore have been really helping the class improve loads by doing lots of arithmetic papers and
problem solving. In RE, Y6 have been working on feelings and Death and New Life. Taking a look through their Y6
books, so much time and effort has gone in to their work with double page spreads and lovely colouring as well as
careful handwriting.

As part of their curriculum Y6 experimented with lots of
amazing art! Right now, they are busy doing pop art with
hues, tints and shades. Once they are finished, all of their
pictures will be put together to make one beautiful painting.
From what I have heard, they always look forward to PE days
with Tom as the things they do are just so enjoyable they
never want it to end!
By Cara

World Book Day
In this term, we celebrated World Book Day and we dressed as an adjective to improve our
vocabulary. There were a range of great adjectives such as casual, artistic, bohemian,
colourful, monochrome, energetic, etc. Many classes were given puzzles about books e.g.
How many shoes would be needed if the Secret Seven and the Famous Five went shoe
shopping. We were also given a reading challenge board in alphabetical order to do, with
challenges like read to a pet, read a classic or read under the covers. Jasmin in Y3 said, “I
have read under the covers.”
Logan said, “I read to a pet,”.
By Nina

Maths Day
On the 23rd of March every year, World Maths Day takes place. This year, Year 6
met with other primary school as well as older children in Year 8 from Cardinal
Hume School on a Teams meeting Year 6 children were given challenges related to
Easter, such as find the value of the yellow egg, the dark green egg and the light
green egg. It was such an enjoyable experience and was a challenge to all who like
maths. Here is a challenge for you as it was maths day not long ago.
? x ! – 87 = 41 .
I am sure they enjoyed this lovely experience they had. Let’s see if you can solve
that problem!
By Alfie and Cara

Ukraine Appeal
We have been trying to find ways to help
people in Ukraine so we set up an appeal
to show our support. Many people gave
donations and we were very grateful for
the quick response and eagerness of St.
Patrick’s families to help during this hard
time. The eco-warriors and pupil
leadership team helped to sort out all of
our donations (and there was a lot)
before one of our governors, Tom
Lawrence, took them to Cardinal Hume
Catholic school. Thank you for all of the
wonderful things that you have
contributed.
We are trying to do the best we can to
help and support Ukraine.

Thank you
Thank you for supporting us during our Minute to Mile.
Because of your support we raised over £950 to go towards
planting our own fruit and vegetables. So far, this money has
been used to buy new equipment for gardening. Everyone
will have a great time because of your contributions. Your
kind donations will help the school become more eco-friendly
and more sustainable. We are getting lots of different seeds:
peas, beetroot, marigolds, cucumber, potatoes, carrots,
cosmos and many more. We look forward to watching them
grow.
The area behind church is certainly taking shape. We cannot
wait to get planting. We have even ordered a new shed after
the sad tale of our previous shed, which was destroyed in a
recent storm!
By Eco-Warriors
Future plans
The next step is to work with Mrs Oswald and make a recipe
book. The recipes will include the food we have grown. I
can’t wait to taste what everyone makes!

Reception

Year 3

Year 1

Year 2

Sunflower Competition
Every class is competing in an awesome competition. We have been challenged to grow the largest sunflower possible. If
a class wins they will get a really interesting prize. Wow! Each class is altering one variable (e.g. extra food, amount of
water or sun light). Everyone is growing four sunflowers. Just in case a seed does not grow, the classes have eight
seeds in total. At this point of time, some seedlings have sprouted. This competition will be judged in the summer term.
If two classes win, each class will get a lovely prize.
It looks like Y2 or Y6 might be in the lead at the moment!
By Katie

Year 4

Year 6

Additional activities
This term we decided to do something different in afterschool clubs. We decided to embrace the
fact that we could open up school and work together more.
This meant the Y6 and Y1 pupils enjoyed Fun & Fitness together with Mrs Hodgson as did the Y5
and Y2 pupils. The Y3 and Y4 children enjoyed football with Tom and the Y4 and Y5 children
have enjoyed netball with Mrs McGrady. Thank you to all our lovely staff for giving your time.
This worked very well as the younger pupils learnt some new skills watching older ones. We also
interviewed some Y4 pupils about after school clubs and this is what they said.
Vin said, “I like how we do matches at the end”.
Max said, “I thought the football training was really fun”.
Miss Hodgson is really exited as we have a football tournament after Easter.

Tom coaches PE for each class. He started in September and has been with us for 7 months.
Tom has also been working with our junior referees. They have spent a number of weeks
training for their role, thinking about important rules and exploring different scenarios of what
can happen during a game. They will have the job of officiating the football games over
lunchtime. We know that this is a tough job. Unlike those professional footballers, who should
know better, at St Patrick’s we know we should appreciate referees are neutral and their
decisions should be respected at all times!
Cricket
Phil Mellons from Durham All Stars Cricket Club gave our pupils a taster session which they
thoroughly enjoyed. If you would like more information, check out their website:
www.allstarscricket.co.uk
Walk Against Hunger
Each class has walked a certain distance to raise awareness for world hunger. Many
schools across the BWCET have participated in this challenge as we could not do it
ourselves. CAFOD want everyone across the world to walk 44,000 km. BWCET
contribution will be 15,000kms. We all had so much fun doing this challenge.
By Georgie and Ella

St Patrick’s Reading Challenge
This term pupils have enjoyed taking part in the St
Patrick's Sponsored Reading Challenge.
We hope your children have enjoyed taking part and
have read some new and exciting books along the
way!
Any money raised through sponsorship will be used to
purchase new books for our class libraries.

CAFOD Walk Against Hunger
All our children and staff walked approximately 2km
this week when they took part in the CAFOD Walk
Against Hunger Fundraiser. We joined other schools in
the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust and,
working together, we will walk 15,000km (this is equivalent to walking from the Angel of the North to Sierra
Leone and back). Th CAFOD appeal supports families
around the world and helps them to grow and
reach their potential in times of hunger, conflict
and other challenges.

Do you find the school holidays a struggle? Finding fun things for your kids to do that don't cost the earth and paying for all
that extra food or childcare.
Fun and Food provides free holiday activities with healthy snacks and meals for children and young people. Activities are
provided by schools, voluntary and community sector groups, sport and leisure services and our Family Centres.
Check out the fun activities we have done so far at Videos of previous activities.
Activities will be added up to 2 weeks before each school holiday. If there are no activities listed please check back closer to
the holiday.
Please follow the link:
Fun and food - Durham County Council

Safeguarding
At St Patrick’s, we view safeguarding as everyone’s responsibility.
If you have any safeguarding concerns, our lead members of staff in school are:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Burgess
Deputy Safeguarding Leads: Mrs Gardner and Mrs Charlton
If you are ever concerned that a child is being harmed or neglected you can call:
First Contact directly on 03000 26 79 79

If you ever feel a child is at immediate risk of harm call 999.

Pupils, if you are ever worried or need help and you are not in school, you can call Childline
0800 1111

