
Dear Parent/Carers 

Autumn term 2021  - as ever, we’ve been incredibly busy! 

Well, we thought, this term, we would all be getting back to     

normal.  When we sent out our Diary of Events, we had so much 

planned: after school clubs were back up and running, class and whole school trips were organised 

and booked.  Unfortunately, things did not work out quite as planned.  We did manage to squeeze 

in some visits, for some lucky year groups, but not every class was able to experience their trip.    

Thankfully, the St Patrick’s resolute spirit kicked in and we quickly made adjustments.  Reverting 

to our bubbles with staggered drop-off, collection, lunch and playtimes (which, let’s face it, we are 

used to by now) did not phase us: we just got creative (again)! 

Rather than trips out, we got the experts in - well via Teams!  We met with scientists and            

historians to name but a few.  If we couldn’t make it to a museum, we brought the museum to 

school (remotely). 

I know I keep saying this (only because it is so true) our learning qualities of: Showing God’s Love, 

Respect, Independence, Inquisitiveness, Ambition, Perseverance and Resilience continue to help 

us through!  From January, we are going to replace perseverance with ‘service’.  As a Catholic 

school, we feel it is important to emphasise community and how necessary and valuable it is to   

always try out best to help and support others.  Never has this been more necessary than during 

the last few years. This can be through fundraising, a kind word or sharing ideas to make our 

school a place where we look out for each other! This is already a huge part of how we live out our         

message: 

‘We follow in Christ’s footsteps’ 

      St Patrick’s Catholic  Primary 
School, Dipton 

We follow in Christ’s footsteps. 



Now for some much deserve thanks! 

I am extremely grateful to, and proud of, the pupils of St Patrick’s.  They are a joy to work with and 

make all our efforts worthwhile. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all staff.  Without exception, everyone has gone above and               

beyond, covering any roles necessary, to ensure disruption has been kept to an absolute minimum.  

Many staff have been poorly themselves this half term, but have continued to work despite this so   

children’s learning was maintained.  Well done to you all! 

Thank you, also, to governors who have worked continuously, behind the scenes, providing great     

support.   

Last, but certainly not least, thank you to all parents/carers.  You have continued to show great        

patience in the face of change and have demonstrated, whatever situation we find ourselves in, our    

children will thrive when school and home work together. 

Looking ahead to January, restrictions of bubbles/staggered start and finish 

times will continue.  With this current situation, it would seem unwise to alter 

anything yet. Once we have a better understanding of how things look upon  

return, we can adjust as appropriate. Pupils will return to school on Wednesday 

5th January with breakfast club at 8am with staggered entry for all others. 

Collection times will also remain unchanged for the moment. 

I hope you and your families have a wonderful time over the Christmas break 

and wish you a happy and healthy 2022! 

Mrs Burgess :) 



Huge thanks to the Junior Editorial Team at St Patrick’s. 

It’s high pressured in the newsroom but everyone handled 
the challenge brilliantly.  Well done!                     

I couldn’t have put this newsletter together without you! 



Reception 

Reception  

Our Reception pupils have had a wonderful term and, together 
with Mrs Bajrami and Mrs Hodgson, they all seem to be having a 
great time exploring and learning.  They have been chasing 
around school looking for the ginger bread man because he had 
a nice little run around in their class room.  Children were       
desperate to meet him. The Reception class made posters to          
persuade the ginger bread man to come back and displayed them all 
around school. Even though the posters were very persuasive, the 
ginger bread man remained elusive and kept his distance.  

The first topic for Reception was ‘All About Me’ and they learned 
about themselves, their families and their homes. They also 
learned that they are special and so are their friends.  

Reception class have thoroughly enjoyed their topic on Festivals 
and Celebrations. Celebrations explored include Christmas, Advent, 
Bonfire night, Halloween, Autumn and Diwali.  

Reception pupils have been sharing some lovely stories such as: 
The Ginger Bread Man and The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  

We are so proud of our Reception friends.  They have worked really 
hard and have come on so much since September.  Very 
importantly, too, they have had lots of fun.  Don’t just take my 
word for it. Here is what pupils said themselves: Bella said, “I like 
playing, counting and phonics.” Theo added, “I like playing and 
building.” Ella and Mamie added that they love phonics and 
playing too.  George loves playing with the cubes.  Sporty Mrs 
Hodgson said, “I enjoy doing P.E. with my lovely Reception 
friends, watching how they learn and develop new skills.” 

By Lainey 



Year 1 

In Y1, their topic for this term is ‘Up, Up and 
Away.’ The children in Y1 said they loved the 
story they read. 

 Many children loved the part in one of their 
books when the main character flew out of 
jail. (That was the Story of Daedalus and 
Icarus –a fantastic tale!) Some of the children 
enjoyed the colouring in activity.  

In science, pupils have been learning about space 
and how to be eco-friendly.  

Along with their friends in Reception, Y1 had a 
trip to Gibside, which everyone said they         
thoroughly enjoyed! After their fun day, Y1 
wrote about all the exciting activities they 
explored during their trip.  

Y1 have also enjoyed some forest school 
sessions.  They created habitats for all the 
little animals in the wild. How kind!  

In art, they have created some wonderful  
pictures of flowers and nature!    

Wow! You’ve certainly been busy! 

By Evie 



Year 2 

 

This term, Y2 has been very busy learning about lots of things. 
From Hedgehogs to Advent, the Great Fire of London to Forest 
School. 

Y2 had a visit from a lady in to show them some cute 
hedgehogs.  Zara said, “I loved seeing the hedgehogs. I was 
surprised when I felt it. It wasn’t spiky at all!”. The Y2s told 
me a few facts.  Did you know hedgehogs have 1000 spines?  

They also told me about when they are older, their prickles 
become ginger. “Its tummy felt soft,” exclaimed Pheobe. Y2 pupils 
told me that hedgehogs are lactose-intolerant so that means they 
can’t drink/eat dairy products, but, when hedgehogs are  younger, 
they drink puppy milk. One of the visitors was called Buster and only 
had one leg and there was Mo, the baby hedgehog. 

In Y2, the children have been learning about the different candles of  
Advent, the Advent wreath and the Christingle. The orange represents 
the world and the ribbon is like Jesus’ blood. They told me about how 

Advent prepares us for the birth of baby Jesus and encourages 
forgiveness.  

This term, Y2 have also been learning about mini beasts. In their classroom, 
they have created a bug and their face has been stuck on that bug.  

They have been doing a lot of forest school with our lovely Mrs Gardner. She 
says, “The children have enjoyed going outside and blackberry picking and 
they got to make a Gruffalo crumble. It was delicious! Y2 have also been 
making self-portraits with nature. Phoebe said, “I loved doing the mini beasts. 
I also loved the blackberry picking and looking out for the Gruffalo,”. 

By Nina 



Year 3 

This term, our Y3 topic has been The Stone Age. They particularly 
liked learning the fascinating history behind The Stone Age. They 
have also been learning about cavemen as they tell us lots about 
The Stone Age.  Did you know there were no permanent              
settlements during the Stone Age? People moved around from place 
to place so that they could get the food and shelter they needed.  

In geography, Y3 have been learning about UK towns and cities 
such as London and Blackpool. They enjoyed looking at maps of the 
UK.  

In art, they have thoroughly enjoyed painting leaves and using a 
variety of techniques involving pattern and colour to replicate     
Aboriginal art work.  This linked with cave markings of the Stone 
Age. 

In P.E., Y3 have been playing lots of ball games such as bench ball. 
This helps increase their skills in use of space, throwing and     
catching. In science week, Y3 were learning about space and they 
thought it was really interesting and fun. Y3 have been trying really 
hard with their addition and subtraction as well as written addition 
and subtraction. Writing in Y3 is important as they really focus on 
joining their writing. Like other year groups, they found the term 
super fun and exiting. Y3 have enjoyed this term very much because of 
the wonderful activities they have been up to these past few weeks.    

Y3, I am exhausted just writing about all these great activities, never 
mind actually covering all this learning.  Sounds like you have worked 
your socks off! 

      By Alfie 



Year 4 

Y4 have been very busy this half term and have worked 
extremely hard. 

Their topic has been the Maya and they have loved it. Lots 
of learning has taken place and a Maya lady came in and 
they even tried cactus. Yum! 

Year 4 went to the Lake District and they learned so much. 
There were so many exciting things to learn about and the 

views were incredible. Lots of them said they enjoyed 
going to the Lake District and would go again. Next 
term, they are looking forward to Youth Village          
residential and they should have a great time.   

Writing was one of their favourite things to do. Y4 really 
enjoyed writing stories and they have created some 
great work! Mrs Brotherston had great pleasure reading 
them all.  Amazing! 

Since they went to the Lake District, landscapes and 
portraits have been produced and they are works of art.  

It did look like good fun! 

Y4 have been learning about the digestive     
system. Yuck! They said the most disgusting 
part was the intestines and they even did an  
experiment and saw how it worked.  

By Cara  



Year 5 

Year 5 have been learning about World War One, mountains and 
the Lake District. They have enjoyed it very much. In the topic, 
World War One, they focused on poetry and wrote their own     
version of Flanders field poems. Lots of amazing poems were 
produced and amazing poppies were created.  

Mountains was their next topic. In art lessons, they learned how 
to draw different types of mountains, with inspiration from their 
trip to the Lake District. Pupils produced beautiful artwork. 

In Religious Education, for the first half term, Y5 learned about 
the sacraments of marriage and life choices and about many 
religions.  One of these was Islam. They really enjoyed it! For the 
Christmas half term, they learned about Advent. This included 
learning about the birth of Jesus.  

In art, the Y5s learned about a famous artist, Pal Nash. They 
also learned about how to draw perspective. They really had to 
concentrate there!   

For science, they learned about how animals are made, how 
humans are born, satellite images and the properties of 
materials. They learned so much in this term!     

Y5 were also involved in the Mini Police initiative. It was brilliant 
to welcome back one of lovely ex-pupils, Matthew, to lead one of 
the sessions with a colleague!  Great to see you  doing so well 
Matthew.  You always wanted to join the police.   

By Katie 



Year 6 

Y6 have been very busy this term and have worked very hard.  

Pupils have enjoyed writing stories. Cara said, “My favourite story I 
wrote was, I used to go here once.”   

Y6 went to Alnwick Castle and had a wonderful time. Nina said, “I 
thoroughly enjoyed flying on my broom!”  

Jasmine said, “I enjoyed making clay dragons.” 

In art, Y6 have made dragon eyes as part of their mythical 
creature topic. Many amazing designs were painted. They also 
wrote mythical creature reports. 

Katie said, “I loved writing my mythical creature report!”   

Y6 have also created a range of inventions!  Jay designed the 
‘All Weather Coat’, Georgie created ‘Air Conditioning 

Shoes’ (I’ll have a pair please) and Evie came up with the idea 
of the Ultra Styler! (Put my name down for that one too.) We 
also produced an advert and a letter to a shop owner about 
these inventions. Amelia said, “I enjoyed creating my invention 
and letting my imagination run wild!” 

In maths, Y6 have been learning about co-ordinates. They have 
been working very hard in the 1st 2nd 3rd and 4th quadrant. 

Y6 have also completed many science experiments such as: 
mummifying tomatoes, seeing how much sugar was in a can 
of pop and testing if the number of light bulbs in a circuit 
makes it brighter or dimmer. Rosie said, “I loved                  
experimenting with circuits.” 

Georgie P said, “I really liked mummifying tomatoes. I found 
it really fun!”   

Well Y6, looks like you’ve certainly earned a rest over   
Christmas. 

By Ella 

 



Tom 

Tom, who works with Newcastle United Football Club, decided to 
coach P.E. after he finished university. Tom has always enjoyed doing 
physical activities. Since September, he has been working at                
St Patrick’s with Y1 to Y6.  Our teachers always work alongside Tom 
during P.E. sessions.  As he is a specialist coach, the aim is to develop 
the skills of children and teachers!  Observing and sharing good     
practice is a great way to learn. 

Reception loved doing different games. Aria loved running in P.E.   

In Y1, they all loved playing games but Alya’s and Harry’s favourite 
was messy bedroom and traffic lights. Elise and Milly loved all the 
games they played but their favourite is dancing.  

Everybody in Y2 loved playing games and their favourites were fox 
and hounds and messy bedroom. 

Y3 loved messy bedroom too. Levi loved playing bench ball.  

Jessica, from Y4, enjoyed doing the games such as bench ball and 
communication games. Vin and Holly said, “We really enjoy attacking 
and defending.” 

Y5 loved doing P.E. One of their favourites was balancing and     
trusting each other. Abigail said, “I enjoyed defending.”  

Most of Y6 enjoyed attacking and defending tactics. 

Toby said, “P.E. is great fun!” 

“I enjoyed the treasure game!” said Rosie. 

Thanks for working with us, Tom and making P.E. energetic, enjoyable 
and exciting.  We’ll see you in January! 

By Ella  



Anti-bullying 

We celebrated national Anti-bullying week 
in November - kicking off with odd socks 
day.  At St Patrick’s, however, the anti-
bullying message is important to us every 
day! We want to make sure  people are 
friends but, when things happen between 
children, as they do in every school, we 
want to make sure it’s sorted out!  

To raise everyone’s awareness about the 
value of ‘One Kind Word’, we had an anti-
bullying poster competition and the 
winners received a colouring pencil set as 
their prize. Mrs Plunkett, our Chair of    
Governors, chose the winners - tough job 
for you there! A selection has been included 
here so you can see the high standard of 
entries. 

School also set up a survey for parents so 
they could read our behaviour and           
anti-bullying policies and tell us what they 
think.  There was a survey for children too.  
At St Patrick’s, what children think counts! 

Survey link for parents to copy and paste: 

https://forms.office.com/r/JRTtxGuuSu  

Survey link for pupils: 

https://forms.office.com/r/vY1wfiE2Vy 

By Nina 
 

Year 1 Worry Box 

If you are ever worried about         
anything, big or small, that is going 
on at home or in school, you can 
share your worry with one of your 
teachers or a trusted grown-up.  
Talking to someone about a worry 
can help.  Remember everyone, if 
you don’t feel you are able to talk 
with one of your teachers, each class 
has a worry box.  Put your worry    
inside the box and your teacher will 
see it.  Your teacher will do their best 
to try to help you manage whatever 
is troubling you.   

Playground pals have also      
completed training and are   
already  involved helping    
others around school. Thank 
you, Vicky, from  Bullying 
Intervention Group, for 
working with us.   

Playground pals from Y3 to Y6 
are now on a rota to support 
their friends over play and 
lunchtime.  Call on them if you 
ever need help! 

By Georgie R 



Eco Warriors 

Why Eco Warriors started up... 

Many people said they wanted to become 
eco-warriors because they want to help 
the planet. Eco- warriors started because 
we want to make our school eco-friendlier.   

Leah said, “I care about the planet and 
want to help it. I have done many litter 
picks hoping this will help our                 
environment.”  

Maisie and Max said, “We want less plastic 
and paper hurting the world.” 

Ella said “I like nature and want to help 
it.” 

Mary-Kate said “Stop throwing rubbish on 
the floor. It is hurting our world.” 

When we were brain-storming ideas to 
make our school eco-friendlier, we came 
up with the idea of, instead of making    
numerous cards, making one in class and 
getting everyone to sign it — like a secret 
Santa. The teacher would pull out a name 
from a hat and that person would get the 
card.  

Mrs Evans and Mrs Gardner said they want 
to teach us the importance of our planet 
and also teach us how to protect it.  

Come and join us and be an eco-warrior 
too! 

By Lainey, Evie, Rosie and Katie 

We took part in the Cafod initiative, ‘We have our eyes on our world’, as part 
of COP26. 

The message to our government is,  we are watching you and we want you 
to make the right choices to protect our planet. 

 

Santa’s Sleigh competition  

The Santa sleigh competition was a wonderful idea and lots of great           
inventions were created.  

The main winners were Charlie, Ella, Anya and Lydia. They received a fun 
science kit as a prize. 

Thank you to all the people who took the time to enter. Everyone who       
entered received a chocolate treat!  Well, it is Christmas after all! 



Science week. 

Everyone enjoyed science week. This year’s theme was space. 

Reception looked at planets and made models to represent the solar system; 

Y1 learned about astronauts and aliens;  

Y2 learned what astronauts wear and what planets we can live on; 

Y3 made planets out of Pringle tubs, filling them with different amounts of rice to represent the 
masses of different planets; 

Y4 set out the solar system in the hall using sheets of toilet paper to represent distances from the 
sun; 

Y5 looked at satellite images showing the impact of climate change on glaciers. 

Y6 learned about what moon craters are made of. 

Ella said, “I enjoyed listening to Professor Brian Cox.” Cara said she loved learning how to make 
moon craters. Darcey in Y1 said, “I really enjoyed learning about moon rock. Harry said he enjoyed 
learning how astronauts close the hatch to keep aliens away.  

At different points in the term, we have had the chance to listen to 
some really interesting scientists such as Professor Halliday from 
Durham University.  He talked about sustainable energy sources.  He 
told us if we work hard, any one of us could be a scientist and make 
new discoveries.  Listen up all you budding scientists out there! 

By Katie and Evie 



E-safety 

 
In September, every year, each year group begins with looking at e-safety as this is such 
an important aspect of life at home or at school. 

Teachers remind children every day about staying safe on line. 

If we get new devices for Christmas, we need to be safe and be very careful who we talk to 
online as not everyone is who they say they are. 

Be very careful not to: 

X   share personal information on line. 

X   give out details such as name, email address, house address or where you go to school.   

X   share personal details or photos about your family.   

And never, never talk to someone you don’t know or arrange to meet someone you are 
talking to online that you don’t really know. 

Make sure you have a password that is secure and nobody can guess! 

Try to stick to age-appropriate games. Games have higher age restrictions for a reason as 
they might contain information or pictures that might worry or scare you if you see them.     
Nobody wants that! 

If you are ever worried about something that has happened online, tell a trusted adult at 
home or one of your teachers in school.  You won’t get into trouble but you will get the 
help you need. 

 

Remember, also, to think carefully about your own behaviour on line or when texting 
others.  Remember our anti-bullying message of ‘One Kind Word’.  Don’t get drawn into 
using inappropriate language or negative behaviour.  Stop and think before you speak! 

Parents and Carers—you can help us out here.  Keep a very close eye on what happens on 
line and also make sure you have parental controls set.   

Most importantly, enjoy all the wonderful Christmas gifts Santa may bring but STAY SAFE! 

By Alfie 



Helping others.  

Here’s a flavour... 

       Food Bank  

For two weeks, St.Patrick’s asked 
all the children to bring in some 
food or toiletries for the North East 
Food Banks. These food banks are 
used all year ‘round. However, at 
Christmas, they are given extra 
items like mince pies, Christmas 
puddings and Brussels sprouts 
(lovely) so everyone has a chance 
to enjoy Christmas without extra 
worry! Some of the students 
brought toothpaste, apple pies, 
sweets, chocolate, bread, crisps, 
milk, mince pies and cookies. At the 
end of these two weeks, we had 
collected a van load of food.   Wow!  
Thank you everyone for your great 
generosity!  

By Evie 

 

Pudsey Day 

In school we had a great time on 
Children In Need or Pudsey Day! 
We made lots of donations and 
we are grateful for everyone 
who could participate. Lots of 
children came in their lovely 
clothes and everyone looked 
fabulous (as always). 

We raised: 

£190.00 
Thanks to all involved! 

By Cara 

Great North Run and Junior Great North Run 

Well done to everyone who participated! We 
are so proud of you.  Exercising, keeping fit 
and many of you doing it for charitable  
causes too. 

Hopefully, you will inspire more people to 
take part next year.   



Nativities and Christmas performances 



Looking forward to 2022! 

Go Well has been awarded funding from Durham County Council Public Health via a 
COVID recovery fund and the programme is being delivered on behalf of the Active 30 
Durham Group to support young people and families, with a focus on physical activity 
and health and wellbeing during these unprecedented times. In January, all pupils in 
Y3—Y6 will be given a back pack with equipment. 
Your child will be tasked with testing out a series of challenges in two separate six 
week booklets using the equipment supplied in the HEART Project backpack. They 
should work through the pages, test out the challenges and use the stickers to show 
when they have finished their testing. Every three weeks, they should return the 
booklet to school and they will receive an extra piece of equipment to test out.  After 
six weeks, there will be a second booklet with new activities to try. At the end of the 
project, there will be a medal and certificate for all those pupils who have completed 
the research mission.    
 

We hope your child and wider family enjoy taking part in the project!   
More will be revealed in January! 



Each new day is filled with possibilities and challenges.    

No matter how hard things were today, tomorrow offers a fresh opportunity to make it better! 



If you want to apply for a place at our school 
for Reception intake September 2022, apply 

online via Durham County Council School 
Admissions. 

 

The closing date is: 15/1/22 so don’t delay! 

 

 

We also have a small number of places in other year groups. 

Please call our school office on 01207 570316 or email us at 
stpd@stpd.bwcet.com  

to arrange to look around our school and see, for yourself, all the wonderful 
work we have illustrated here in action. 


