
6th March                    

Listen to the Word 1st Sunday of Lent    Deuteronomy 26: 4-10 Psalm 90 Romans 10: 8-13 Luke 4: 1-13 
Lent is a special period in the church when we are called to repentance and self sacrifice; it is a period of preparation 
for the events of Holy Week and Easter. In today’s first reading we have the story of the first harvest made by the 
people of God in the Promised Land. The fruits of this harvest are brought to the altar of God and offered to Him as a 
thanksgiving for the gift of this land. The pronouncement made is the essence of the story of the forty years spent in 
the wilderness after the escape from Egypt. Lent is an opportunity for us too to give thanks to our God for all the 
gifts he has given us especially the gift of forgiveness and new life which flows from the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

The passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans is a basic statement of faith in a God who is always faithful. It places 
special emphasis on the role of scripture in our lives. We are blessed by the work of those early scribes and gospel 
writers who have created for us a wonderful library of religious knowledge. At the Gospel reading we make the sign 
of the cross on our foreheads, lips and heart; this gesture is explained by Paul in this passage. He reminds us that the 
Word is very close to us; it is on our lips and in our hearts. 

Jesus is alone, and perhaps, confused, His baptism in the Jordan has changed Him, giving Him an insight into His 
calling. We cannot know what thoughts are going through His head, he goes into the wilderness to try to discover 
who he is. The wilderness is a vast desert where life is difficult, hot searing heat in the day and ice cold nights; a 
place where the human spirit tests itself against the natural world. Temptation comes in the form of the devil, Satan, 
the fallen angel, set upon bringing chaos to our world. He tempts Jesus with the power of making bread from stone, 
of domination of all the kingdoms of the world and of being like God and having angels prevent him from harm. 
Jesus responds with words of scripture drawn from the desert experience of the people of Israel. His ministry is not 
of domination but of love, not of power but of compassion, freedom, and choice.                                         David Frank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    

A prayer for Ukraine 

 Loving God, 

We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

for all those suffering or afraid, 

that you will be close to them and protect them. 

  

We pray for world leaders, 

for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. 

  

We pray for the world 

that in this moment of crisis, 

we may reach out in solidarity 

to our brothers and sisters in need. 

  

May we walk in your ways 

so that peace and justice 

become a reality for the people of Ukraine 

and for all the world. 

Amen 



 
Saturday 5TH March 
 

Sacred Heart Church 4:30pm Mass:  PAULINE TURNER 
 

Sunday 6th March 
1st Sunday of Lent              
 

St Patrick’s Church 
St Joseph’s Church 
St Patrick’s Church 

9:00am 
11:00am 
5:00pm 

Mass:  PEOPLE OF THE PARTNERSHIP 
Mass:  JOHN DODDS 
Stations of the Cross and Benediction 

Monday 7th March 
 

   
 

Tuesday 8th March 
 

St Joseph Church 9:30am Mass:  FOR PEACE AND THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE 
 

Wednesday 9th March 
 

St Joseph’s Church 
 

9:30am Mass:  JOHN DODDS 

Thursday 10th  March St Joseph’s Church 
 

9:30am 
 

Mass:  IVY MULHEARN 
Followed by Exposition Of The Blessed Sacrament 

Friday 11th  March 
 

St Joseph’s Church 10:00am Requiem Mass:  EILEEN MAKEPEACE 
 

Saturday 12th March Sacred Heart Church 4:30pm Mass:  PEOPLE OF THE PARTNERSHIP 
 

Sunday 13th March 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

St Patrick’s Church 
St Joseph’s Church 
St Patrick’s Church 

9:00am 
11:00am 
5:00pm 

Mass: FATHER DEREK PEEL 
Mass: BETTY BRADLEY 
Stations of the Cross and Benediction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                               
                                                                           

WAIT A MINUTE  Make the journey of Lent special this year by checking out the daily YMT ‘Wait A Minute” short 
reflections. Visit our Facebook page every day from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday! journey with us!   
St Joseph's Offertory envelopes will be available for collection at the the back of church on 6th and 13th 
March before Mass, together with forms for anyone wishing to join the Gift Aid scheme.  Please discard any unused 
envelopes after 27th March as almost all numbers have changed for 2022/23. 
FAITH WITNESS AGAINST HASSOCKFIELD  A monthly faith witness against Hassockfield is held at the barrier to 
Hassockfield on the first Sunday of each month at 3:30pm.    
CHILDREN’S LITURGY  St. Patricks’ are delighted to announce the return of their Children’s Liturgy from Sunday 13th 
March.  All welcome.                                                                                                                                                                  
CAFOD’s Walk Against Hunger Family Fast Day is Friday 11 March, a day when we eat simply and give generously to 
support mums around the world, like Amie in Sierra Leone, with expert training in growing and making healthy food. 
You can donate in church using a CAFOD envelope or by visiting the CAFOD website (cafod.org.uk/lent).                                                                                                 
Would you be interested in helping your parish by serving on the altar?  As we start to emerge from the Covid 
restrictions we are in urgent need of altar servers to help and serve at parish liturgies. If you would like to become an 
altar server and serve your parish in this way, then in the first instance contact Deacon Paul and training will be 
provided in the near future. You must have received your first Holy Communion to serve however, adults would also 
be very welcome.                                                                                                                                                                                  
ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL are looking for a foundation governor to work with their local governing body in school. If 
anyone is interested and would like further details, please contact Mrs Burgess, headteacher on 01207 570316. Any 
volunteer candidate would be subject to a range of safeguarding checks.                                                                              
FOOD BANK  Do you have two hours to spare fortnightly?  Do you like to help people?  Stanley Foodbank situated in 
The Venue (off Wear Road) needs volunteers to help distribute food parcels to clients calling at The Venue.  Involves 
lifting boxes approx. 10 kg in weight.  Computer skills are always welcome but not vital.  Foodbank opens Monday-
Wednesday-Friday 10am-12 noon.  You will be welcomed by a friendly group of volunteers.  For more information 
ring Pat Procter on 07864 869779. 

PRAY FOR THOSE THAT NEED HEALING IN OUR PARISHES: 
Anne Kennedy, Margaret Convey, Martin Bryce, Maureen Dixon, Danny Fagan and Mark Pinkerton 

 

Parish Collections 

27/02/22 

Offertory Totals Weekly Standing Order 

St Joseph’s £444.00 £197.25 

St Patrick’s £118.97 £117 

Sacred Heart £213.95 £46.15 


