A Parents’ Guide
to Phonics

Reception

What do we mean by Phonics?

Aspects 1-6 focus on identifying and creating sounds, rhyme and alliteration.

Where we are at.
We spent the first few weeks of the year revisiting Phase 1. We went on a
sound walk around the school grounds so that we could practise our listening
skills, distinguishing and describing individual sounds. We then spent some
time focussing on rhyming words, creating rhyming strings and sharing lots of
stories involving rhyming, encouraging the children to join in. We then looked
at initial sounds, ensuring the children could hear the initial sounds in words.
We also introduced oral blending, sounding out words when talking to the
children—can you pass me the p-e-n? How many b-l-o-ck-s do you have? Can
you see the d-o-g?
We introduced Phase 2 about three weeks before half-term, continuing
aspects of Phase 1 alongside. Up to now we have looked at the graphemes

s a t p i n

m d g

Each session begins with picture clues to the new phoneme. Each word’s
initial sound is exaggerated so the children can hear the new sound.
E.g. ggggggoat, gggggglass, ggggggorilla
We learn the ‘Jolly Phonics’ action to go with the sound. This is a great way to
help us remember each sound.
We then look at the grapheme—the letter– that represents the sound. We
practise writing the grapheme in the air using our ‘magic finger’.
Finally we attempt to read some simple vc and cvc words by putting together
graphemes that we have already learned.
We will be working on our Phase 2 sounds until Christmas.

What can I do to help at home?
•

Ask your child what sound they have learned today. Can they teach you the action to
go with it? Can they think of any words that start with that sound?

•

Use magnetic letters to create simple cvc words. Can the children blend the sounds
together to read the word?

•

Practise writing each grapheme. Encourage them to sound out and spell simple cvc
words.

