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Dear Parents/Carers and Pupils 

I hope you have remained safe and well over the summer break and that you have all been able to find time to relax 

and recharge your batteries!  It is hard to believe the holiday is quickly drawing to a close but, with a week to go, 

don’t panic, it is not over yet! 

Some of you have, of course, had a much longer time away from school so I wanted to give you some reassurances. 

Everyone connected with school knows, pupils (and parents) will be returning with mixed emotions.  Some will be 

very excited and desperate to get back to normal to see friends and teachers, others may remain anxious and 

uncertain.  We understand.  After such an unusual time, it is perfectly acceptable to feel strange or, perhaps, a little 

different to usual.  All staff are looking forward to seeing everyone return and will be there to offer help and support.  

They cannot wait to get back to learning with their new classes!   

Our school building is looking a lot different since everyone was in school and there have been some big changes: 

• We have a new Reception classroom and it looks great!  The development has a new outdoor area attached 

so our new Reception pupils can work indoors and outside whatever the weather.  This is something we have 

wanted at St. Patrick’s for a long time.   

• The old porch areas for girls and boys are in the process of being transformed.  Unfortunately, we could not 

totally escape the effects of the pandemic on production of new cubicles etc. and, whilst we hope the boys 

will be totally finished by the start of term, the girls’ porches will not be ready until later in September.  Sorry 

girls! I share your disappointment but I know it will all be worth it in the end. In the meantime, our builders 

are going to create some temporary cubicles within the existing porch area to ensure your privacy.  With all 

children back, it would be too difficult to continue with unisex toilets and we thought our girls would definitely 

prefer a temporary arrangement to using outside portaloos! 

I would like to draw your attention to a couple of other points. Breakfast club will not operate during the first week 

and, initially, we will not be serving bagels to pupils.  Parents who expressed an interest in booking breakfast club, 

will be contacted, upon return, to confirm dates and payments in advance.  If your child is moving into Y5 or Y6, and 

you are allowing him/her to walk home independently, we must have written confirmation (in an email) with a 

sentence to say you give your permission.  Without this, we will not be able to allow your child to walk home without 

an adult.  If you have already given permission, for a child previously in Y5 now moving into Y6, that will be sufficient.  

For all the other changes, please look on our school website to refresh your memory. This has all the necessary 

information, which we shared with you in letter form at the end of the summer term.  

www.dipton.durham.sch.uk/how-we-will-open-our-school-safely/ 

We look forward to the new term with enthusiasm and a resolve, as always, to maintain honest and open lines of 

communications at all times. We will review our protocols and routines regularly – keeping you informed.  Please bear 

with us as I am sure, as the weeks progress, some changes will be inevitable.  If you have any queries/concerns, 

please continue to contact us by email or phone (once the new term is underway) and we will get back to you as 

quickly as possible.  Our email address is diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net.  Thank you, for your support. 

Kindest regards 

Mrs J Burgess                          

Headteacher                           
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