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                                          We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

Monday 29th June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I am sure we are all in agreement that is has been an extraordinary end to our school year! So many 

milestones/celebrations within our own families will have been marked differently. So many quizzes on 

Zoom! Many events which are part of the rhythm of our school year, postponed.  It has certainly been 

a challenge, but one we have tackled together.  I want to extend my thanks to all staff, parents, 

governors and, of course, our wonderful pupils, for the way everyone has responded to such a 

different way of working.  I fully appreciate many of you may have been affected by additional 

hardship or may have suffered illness yourselves/within your extended family or you may have 

experienced the loss of a loved one – our thoughts and prayers remain with you all. 

  

Thankfully, whilst we are being encouraged to remain extremely cautious in our behaviour, the 

government has indicated in a recent briefing that pupils will return in September (schools receive 

information at the same time as parents/carers).  We do not have any further details on how this will 

actually look but we are optimistic that things are moving in a positive direction.  We will continue to 

keep you updated. 

 

End of Year Pupil Reports 2020 

We are doing many things differently now and, as part of this, the way we issue reports will change 

this year.  Reports will cover the period September ’19 to March ’20 and will be much more concise.  

This year, there have been none of the usual statutory assessments.  Attendance summaries will not 

be included.  We will email you the reports over the course of Thursday 2nd July and Friday 3rd July and 

will provide a password by text. This two-step approach will help ensure information remains 

confidential. Emails need to be sent one by one rather than ‘mass mail’ hence the time allocation.  We 

ask for your patience as we introduce this new method.  It is, of course, very important that we have a 

current email and contact number for texts. 

 

We would not normally offer face to face parent/teacher discussions as a matter of course, in the 

summer term, unless a parent had additional concerns.  If, after reading the report, you would like a 

phone conversation, you can contact school via our email: diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net to 

arrange a mutually convenient time to discuss any specific issues.  If you do require a follow-up call, 

we ask that you let us know by Monday 6th July 4pm.  

mailto:diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net
mailto:diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net


 

IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY IN READING OR INTERPRETING THIS DOCUMENT PLEASE CALL 01207 570316 

 

  
 
 

Class organisation for the next academic year 

 

Member of staff Year group 

Mrs Bajrami Reception 

Mrs Evans Year 1 

Mrs Gardner Year 2 

Mrs Bevan/Miss Clish Year 3 

Mrs Brotherston Year 4 

Mrs Oswald Year 5 

Miss Parry Year 6 

 

Pupils will ‘move up’ to work with their new teacher upon return in September. As we cannot offer our 

usual ‘Meet the New Teacher’ sessions, information will be emailed to you and will also be available on 

our website. Staff fully understand the need to embark on the new year with an emphasis on 

emotional well-being – bearing in mind, some children will have not accessed school by that stage for 

almost 6 months.  We also appreciate the summer term curriculum will need to be revisited to ensure 

gaps in learning are addressed. By September, pupils will be at many different stages in their learning 

and a period of adjustment will be necessary. We are planning accordingly.  The government have also 

highlighted potential catch-up/intervention schemes.  Again, we have received no further information 

to date but look forward to hearing more.   

 

Good news! 

As well as the excitement of our new Reception classroom and outdoor canopy build, we have been 

allocated funding to provide a much needed/much overdue make-over for our girls’ and boys’ porches.  

We are delighted that we can improve these facilities for our pupils.  We are in the process of finalising 

plans so that work will take place during the summer holiday (fingers crossed in this ever-changing 

situation in which we find ourselves).  School will be closed to all pupils over the summer break.  With 

so many exciting renovations, we won’t recognise our school when we return in September! 

 

School meals 

Our existing menu will stay in place for the new term but there will be a slight increase in September 

to £2.10.  If you wish your child to change to packed lunches please email school by Monday 6th July. 

 

As ever, if you have any questions/concerns about any areas covered in this letter, or any other 

aspects of school life, please contact us via our school email. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Burgess 

Headteacher 


