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Tuesday 23rd June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers and pupils, 

 

Potential return of Reception pupils before the end of term 

As well as pupils of key workers and vulnerable pupils, we have been able to welcome back some of our Y6 pupils 

and, this week, a small group of Y1 children.  We are now in a position to update you regarding wider opening for our 

youngest pupils in Reception.  Thank you to those who have confirmed your preference to take up a potential place 

for your child.   

We have been considering the most positive way to organise this return to ensure the maximum benefit to pupils, 

whilst working within the confines of our risk assessment.  We have seen an increase in pupil numbers from key 

worker families and this group of pupils must be given priority.  Building work also continues, which reduces the wider 

capacity across school. 

We now have a larger number of Reception pupils returning to school than previously indicated.  We want to ensure 

all those parents/carers, who want to send their Reception child back to school, the chance to do so.  Due to the 

remaining capacity within school, we have had to think carefully about how this can be best achieved.  After much 

consideration, we have decided to split the Reception pupils into 2 groups and offer 4 days of teacher/pupil contact 

before the end of term. 

The timetable will be as follows.  A shorter day is necessary (as we stated in a previous text) due to the staggered 

start/finishing time of different key worker pupils and year groups. 

 

Group 1 Week 1 Group 2 Week 2 

Monday 6th July – Thursday 9th July 

9.45 – 2.15pm 

Monday 13th July – Thursday 16th July 

9.45 – 2.15pm 

 

School will provide a packed lunch for your child so you do not have to worry about bringing anything into school.  

Please refresh your memory with the summary of the risk assessment shared 3rd June 2020 (available on our 

website). 

We will let you know, by text (immediately following this letter), if your child is in group 1 or group 2 as applicable. 

We hope you share our view that, after such a long time away from school, any time spent with their teacher, Mrs 

Bajrami, will be welcome.  For those pupils not returning to school, Mrs Bajrami will contact parents shortly to give 

you the option of arranging a short, socially distanced meeting, before the end of term. 

We understand this grouping arrangement may not be as you, or we, originally hoped but we have to be responsive 

to a continually changing picture. With this new information in mind, please reply ‘Yes/No’ to the text to confirm you 

still require a place for your child.   

Additionally, if you have any queries, you can email using our usual address: diptonstpatrick@durhamlearning.net 

We will continue to keep you updated about all aspects of school life via letter, text, email and our newsletter.  We 

are very much looking forward to seeing those Reception pupils, who are able, return to school.  We have certainly 

missed them!  Thank you, as always, for your continued support in these challenging times. 

Kind regards 

Mrs J Burgess 
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