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Thursday 18th June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers and pupils 

A further update 

I hope you continue to be well and that you are staying positive.  This week saw a wider opening of school as our Y6 

pupils joined our group of key worker pupils. It is lovely to see more children joining us and great to see even more 

smiles!  We are also expecting a group of Y1 children from Monday 22nd June. Rest assured, even though school 

remains quiet, we are keeping very busy! 

You will have heard on the news that the government has acknowledged it will not be possible to extend provision 

beyond key workers and vulnerable pupils, Y6, Y1 and Reception.  In fact, depending on numbers in the above 

categories, and due to the physical layout of buildings, some school may not even be able to accommodate these 

groups. We are currently assessing our position, with the numbers currently attending, whether we can extend our 

offer and welcome back our Reception pupils.  I am sure you share our disappointment that we will not see all our 

pupils return before September but understand this is the reality of the current situation and, as we do with 

everything in school, it is always safety first. 

As this is our final term of the academic year, I wanted to share some aspects of organisation with you. 

School reports – a reduced version will be issued in July and will cover teacher assessment for the period September 

2019 up to March 2020.  Thankfully, we were able to hold our spring parents’ evening just before lockdown started 

which enabled you to have a good teacher/parent discussion.  As I am sure you will appreciate, there will not be an 

opportunity to discuss the report with your child’s teacher face to face, this term, but if you feel it is necessary, we 

can arrange a phone conversation after the reports are issued. We are exploring sending reports via email or post.  

Please ensure we have your current email and home address.  Please email with any changes by Monday 22nd June to 

diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net.  

Exercise books – we will be retaining all pupils’ exercise books in school (except Y6) to enable teachers to see the 

extent of work pupils completed before the lockdown.  Continuing to use their own books, once back in the 

classroom, will also provide pupils with a positive point of reference when revisiting learning and building on concepts 

covered before and during the lockdown period.  Y6 pupils attending school will be able to take their books home. For 

those Y6 pupils continuing to work from home, we will send a text to see if you would like to collect your child’s books 

from school as a record of all the hard work covered.  Unfortunately, if you are not able to collect, we will not be able 

to post any books home and they will have to be disposed of accordingly. 

End of year celebrations – at St Patrick’s, we love to celebrate the wonderful work our pupils produce and the learning 

they have enjoyed during the year.  We are thinking of ways of sharing this with you, via our website, so we can 

retain some happy memories of the (albeit shorter) school year 19-20! 

Class organisation – we will write to you in due course, when further guidance is forthcoming, regarding the next 

academic year. 

Our new Reception classroom is well underway and we grow more excited daily as we see the progress made.  

  

We will continue to keep you updated about all aspects of school life via letter, text, email and our newsletter. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs J Burgess 
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