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St Patrick's RC Primary School, Dipton   

_____________________________________________________________________ 

North Road, Flint Hill, Dipton, Stanley, Co. Durham, DH9 9BB.  Tel:   01207570316  
        E-mail: diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net Website: http://www.dipton.durham.sch.uk/ 
                                         Headteacher: Mrs J Burgess 

                                               We follow in Christ’s footsteps 
Wednesday June 3rd 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Moving forward 

Thank you to all parents and carers of pupils in Reception, Y1 and Y6 for giving us an indication of whether you intend 

to send your child back to school, once wider opening is possible (currently anticipated from 15th June – although this 

remains a provisional date).  We appreciate your honesty and understand your on-going concerns.  To all our 

parents/carers, your patience and support through these current challenges is, as always, much appreciated.  Thank 

you also to our staff who have worked throughout the pandemic to ensure our school has remained open to key 

workers. 

Since our original letter, 15th May, where we talked about how wider opening might look, there has been much 

deliberation on a national and local level with government, press and unions.  No doubt within your own homes, and 

amongst family and friends, there has been much discussion, or possible interaction on social media, where everyone 

may have a different opinion on the best way forward.  Like all schools, here at St Patrick’s, we find ourselves right in 

the middle of this debate.  

With the ambition of getting up and running again, we have been formulating a rigorous risk assessment, which will 

be under weekly review.  We have completed this to ensure safety is always our number one priority.   

 

We would like to give you an outline of the main points contained within the risk assessment.  This is about working 

together to make every effort possible to limit the spread of coronavirus.  It is very important to note all risk 

assessments are there to minimise risk. As a school, we cannot guarantee that procedures will totally eliminate risk. It 

is for you, as a parent/carer, to consider your position with the information we are able to provide. 

I understand the details of the risk assessment are precise but that is to ensure clarity.  We want our pupils back but 

school is going to be a very different experience to the one our children are familiar with and expectations need to be 

shared at the outset.  We would be most grateful if you could talk through some of these areas at age appropriate 

level with your child.   

 

Risk assessment: 

Social distancing  

✓ Strict social distancing expectations will be implemented on arrival, departure and within school at all times.   

✓ Social distancing expectations should be maintained in your interactions with others outside of the school 

context so that the safety of staff and pupils is not compromised. 

✓ The layout of corridors and classrooms have been reorganised to reflect rules of social distancing.  Excess 

furniture has been removed and classrooms will be limited to a set capacity. 

✓ Pupils and staff will operate within a learning bubble.  Once that classroom capacity is ‘full’, another room will 

be allocated. 

✓ If there is more than one bubble per year group at the outset, pupils will be allocated randomly to a learning 

bubble.  We will not swap bubbles due to friendship issues or parental requests.  Within each bubble children, 

will be working/playing at a distance and safety, rather than interaction, will always take priority. 

✓ Staggered start, break, lunchtime and finish times will be allocated to learning bubbles. We ask that these are 
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strictly adhered to in order to limit the amount of movement on site at any one time. 

✓ School drop off – parents/carers will be asked to line up with their child, alongside the designated 2 metre red 

tape markings, following the perimeter of the school railings leading up to the main school reception area. 

Each learning bubble will have an allocated time. Pupils must be accompanied to school to ensure school 

distancing expectations are followed.  Once a child has been dropped off, a parent must leave the school site 

immediately - via the school yard exit by the bottom gate - leading onto North Road. Only one adult is 

permitted to drop off/pick up a child. 

✓ School collection – parents/carers will be asked to assemble in the ‘football pitch’ area of the big school yard 

at their allocated time.  Pupils will then be led out of the school building by their teacher and parent and child 

will be asked to leave by the bottom part of the yard leading out onto North Road.  Y6 pupils can walk home 

unaccompanied but there must be an expectation that social distancing continues. If school is made aware 

that pupils are not following these expectations, a parent will be asked to collect. 

✓ Visitors will not be permitted in school unless essential staff for the maintenance of the building or to provide 

necessary support for a pupil/group.  As we continue with skeleton staff, we would ask that parents/carers 

continue to contact school via email which will be monitored throughout the day. 

Pupils who are vulnerable/living with someone who is vulnerable 

✓ School must be made aware of any individual situation where additional medical concerns apply.  School must 

be informed of any particular current medical needs.  Inhalers, if used, must be within date and must be 

available in school and at home.  We would not expect the same inhaler to be transferred. 

Hygiene/welfare facilities 

✓ The need for frequent and thorough handwashing will be reinforced constantly throughout the day – please 

keep nails cut short. 

✓ Parents/Carers are asked to practise good handwashing techniques at home with children so they can apply 

the method independently (i.e. 20 second - ‘Happy Birthday’ x2).  This will also be reinforced daily in school. 

✓ Use of soap and water is the best method for pupils but hand sanitisers will also be available for pupils to use 

(if necessary and under supervision). Please let us know if this causes any skin irritation. 

✓ School uniform will be relaxed.  We asked that pupils wear clean clothing every day and preferably a washed 

lightweight jacket, where possible. Outdoor jackets will be kept in the classroom. We advise plain jogging 

bottoms or shorts and a plain T-shirt.  Football strips etc will not be permitted.  Please ensure your child has 

adequate sunscreen applied before school.  If you child is susceptible to sunburn, we suggest a long cotton   

t-shirt, cap, high factor cream etc. 

✓ Usual rules on longer hair being tied back and no jewellery (earrings) apply. 

✓ Separation of the boys’/girls’ porches will no longer apply and each learning bubble will be assigned a 

corresponding colour cubicle.  As these areas will be unisex, with a private cubicle allocated to each bubble, 

the urinal area of the boys’ porches will be covered and deemed out of use.   

✓ Older children may be allocated set times to go to the toilet (they will of course be allowed to use the toilet if 

the need arises outside of these times) and younger children will be able to go as necessary.   

✓ Pupils and staff will be instructed to follow the ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ guidance and extra tissues and lidded 

bins have been purchased for each learning area. 

✓ Extra cleaning regimes have been put into place. 

School lunch/water 

✓ The breakfast break for key worker pupils will cease once wider opening is introduced. 

✓ From 15th June, key worker pupils attending school from Reception, Y1 and Y2, as well as those in Y6 who are 

entitled to a free school meal, will be given a school packed lunch.  Lunch will be eaten in the learning bubble 

classroom. 

✓ We encourage the parents/carers of all other pupils attending school from that date to opt for a school 

provided packed lunch at a cost of £2.05 per day.  This would limit the transference of items between home 



IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY IN READING OR INTERPRETING THIS DOCUMENT PLEASE CALL 01207 570316 

 

  
 
 

and school.  If your child is in KS2 and not on free school meals and you would like to provide your own 

packed lunch – this must be contained within a plastic packed lunch box/’mini coolbag’ which can easily be 

wiped down upon your child’s arrival.  This must have a plastic handle. 

✓ Your child can bring in a clearly-named water bottle which will also be wiped down upon arrival.  This must be 

filled at the start of the day and it cannot be filled in school as the water fountains will be out of use. 

✓ School may begin to offer a hot school lunch option, as the weeks progress, but until everyone has a chance 

to fully familiarise themselves with all the different expectations, lunch will be restricted to packed lunch only.  

Personal belongings, school resources and curriculum changes 

✓ Pupils are not permitted to bring any additional bags to school (except plastic lunch box/wipeable ’mini cool 

bag’).  Home reading/library books, planners etc will not be passed between home and school. Unfortunately, 

we have sealed off the library and home reading areas within school. 

✓ Pupils will be allocated their own individual learning space (1 pupil per desk) and they will be given their own 

set of essential classroom resources e.g. exercise book, pencil, ruler, pens, sharpener etc. 

✓ Changes within our Reception provision will reflect government guidelines. 

✓ On-line learning packs will continue to be provided.  Pupils in school will work through learning packs with 

their allocated teacher.  Staff will focus on core teaching areas of English and maths in the morning and more 

topic-based activities in the afternoon.  

✓ Where age appropriate, work may be self-corrected. Teachers, however, will not mark individual work. 

Pupils showing symptoms 

✓ Please do not send your child to school if s/he is unwell. 

✓ An isolation room has been set aside, should a child or staff member develop/show symptoms. If a child 

becomes poorly (displaying symptoms of coronavirus), it is imperative that parents can be contacted 

immediately and can collect their child without delay.  We would advise a coronavirus test – www.nhs.uk  

provides up to date advice regarding this as well as self-isolation time scales.  If this situation occurs, we ask 

that school is contacted with the outcome so we are able to implement isolation protocols accordingly. If one 

child within the learning bubble tests positive for coronavirus, the whole learning bubble (including staff 

members) would isolate for the recommended period. 

First aid 

✓ There will be a first aider on site at all times.  If a child has a minor injury e.g. a scraped knee s/he may be 

asked to clean the injury independently.  The first aider will always assess the situation.  If the injury requires 

first aid, this will be administered.  As this will require closer contact, the first aider will wear additional PPE – 

apron, gloves + face covering (mask/visor). 

✓ During general movement around school, the Department for Education does not recommend face coverings. 

 

I am sure you will agree that there are many expectations on us all, school leaders, staff, pupils and parents to ensure 

the range of measure are implemented carefully and consistently.  With this in mind, we have decided to alter the 

proposed order of year group return.  I appreciate this may be disappointing for some. 

From the provisional date of June 15th, as well as continuing to cater for the children of key workers, we intend to 

welcome back our Y6 pupils first.  This marks a change from our original plan but we feel our eldest pupils would be 

better placed to cope with the many changes they will encounter in school.  Once our Y6 pupils are settled and 

familiar with our new way of working, we will welcome back Y1 before moving on, in a careful and controlled manner, 

to Reception.  It is necessary to point out, however, that any potential wider opening may change if key worker 

numbers rise.  The challenge we face is that we only have so many classrooms to house learning bubbles and, if 

numbers increase, more classrooms will be needed.  This will restrict our ability to fulfil, or extend, our current offer to 

particular year groups.  It is also important to note, we will not be offering any transition events for our Y6 pupils in 

school. 

For key worker pupils in Y3 - Y6, potentially returning on June 15th, please email school to let us know if you are going 
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to purchase a school packed lunch (we did say the option may change to a hot lunch as we move forward).  For key 

worker pupils attending from Reception to Y2, or key worker pupils attending from Y3 – Y6 who would normally be 

entitled to a free school meal, a packed lunch will be provided from 15th June and we ask that parents do not send 

children into school with an additional lunch.  If parents of key worker pupils in Y3-Y5, or returning Y6 pupils who 

normally pay for a lunch, choose to send in a packed lunch, this must be in a plastic packed lunch box/’mini cool bag’. 

only, as indicated in an earlier section (no canvas/rucksack bags allowed). 

As bubbles are dependent on socially distanced classroom capacity, we need to be notified (via email) by Thursday 

pm for a child to start a week from the following Monday.  This notice period, in effect, 10 full days (including 

weekends) is needed because an increase of even one child could lead to significant reorganisation. 

If you have a child in Y6, Y1 or Reception, here are the anticipated times of the school day.  This is based on previous 

text responses from parents indicating whether pupils would be returning. 

 Start time Collection time 

Key workers (purple learning bubble) 9.00am 3.00pm Mon – Thursday* 

Potentially from 15th June Y6 (green learning bubble)  

Parents will be informed by text Friday 12th June regarding 

colour bubble in order to arrive/leave at correct time 

9.15am 2.45pm Mon – Thursday* 

Potentially from 15th June Y6 (yellow learning bubble) 

Parents will be informed by text Friday 12th June regarding 

colour bubble in order to arrive/leave at correct time 

9.25am 2.55pm Mon – Thursday* 

 

Date to be confirmed Y1 (blue learning bubble) 9.35am 2.35pm Mon – Thursday* 

Date to be confirmed Rec (red learning bubble) 9.45am 2.25pm Mon – Thursday* 

*Please note school will be fully closed to all pupils every week on Friday at 12 noon.  This will allow for essential 

cleaning work to begin and will allow for statutory planning and preparation time for staff in school without 

compromising the learning bubbles. It will also give us the opportunity for risk assessment review. Pupils in receipt of 

free school meals will be given a packed lunch before leaving, if required. 

Wow! I fully appreciate there is a great deal of information for you to digest here! We find ourselves in unchartered 

territory and we have to be realistic and acknowledge that plans may change – possibly at short notice.  We are 

fortunate that we are part of a strong, supportive school community who work together for the best possible 

outcomes for every member of our school family.  This has given us a great foundation to tackle challenges so far and 

will stand us in good stead for the many that are undoubtedly still to come! 

What we now ask of you: 

✓ If, after considering all the information above, you have changed your view on potentially sending your child 

back to school please contact us immediately. 

✓ If you still expect your child to attend, or you would now like them to attend, please inform us of packed 

lunch options by Monday 8th June. 

✓ Contact us if you have any queries or comments.  We will try our best, as always, to be open and honest in 

our responses Any contact should be made via our email address: diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net. 

I also understand that this letter focuses on potential year groups returning.  Unfortunately, for pupils in Y2, Y3, Y4, 

and Y5, we cannot give you a possible date for return at this time.  We will keep in touch with you through continued 

learning packs, teacher learning blogs and our weekly newsletter. Keep sending us your wonderful pictures.  It really 

cheers us up! If you need us for any reason, remember we are always here! Parents can email the school office and, 

pupils (Y2-Y6), you can email your teachers through Purple Mash. 

Take care and stay safe.  We miss you all and look forward to the time when we are all back together in our 

wonderful school.   

Kindest regards 

Mrs J Burgess                         Mrs K Plunkett                             Mrs P Dooley 

Headteacher                          Chair of Governors                        Vice Chair of Governors 
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