
IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY IN READING OR INTERPRETING THIS DOCUMENT PLEASE CALL 01207 570316 

 

  
 
 

St Patrick's RC Primary School, Dipton   

_____________________________________________________________________ 

North Road, Flint Hill, Dipton, Stanley, Co. Durham, DH9 9BB.  Tel:   01207570316  
        E-mail: diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net Website: http://www.dipton.durham.sch.uk/ 
                                         Headteacher: Mrs J Burgess 

                                                We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

Friday 15th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Potential school re-opening 

 

I hope you and your loved ones remain well. I want to begin by thanking you for your co-operation and 

support during this difficult time. School has remained open to key workers since the ‘lockdown’ in March.  

After the prime minister’s announcement on Sunday 10th May, we now have to move to the next, 

challenging, phase of devising our own ‘road map’ to wider re-opening.   I understand that employers are 

now encouraging more parents to return to work.  I fully appreciate that this may create a challenging 

situation at home but, unfortunately, the school’s position on key workers has not changed.   

 

June 1st has been highlighted as the possible date of return for some pupils.  We were notified of this 

alongside the rest of the nation and a lengthy series of guidelines have followed.  I am going to be very 

honest with you and say this has prompted questions and concerns, many of which, I am sure you share. 

   

We all want to see our wonderful school up and running again.  We want to see pupils engaged and 

enjoying their learning but, when school does re-open, it is vital that there is total transparency about how 

the school experience will change and the wide range of additional restrictions which will be introduced to 

ensure, as far as possible, pupil and staff safety.  

 

The government has stipulated that we initially focus on three year groups – Y6, Y1 and Reception.  In 

schools where these three year groups cannot be accommodated safely, all at once, we have been 

instructed to begin with our youngest pupils first.  

 

If the planned date of re-opening stands, we therefore intend to introduce a phased return starting with 

our Reception class on June 1st, followed at an appropriate time, by Y1 then Y6.  We will need to give each 

returning year group time and space to get used to a new way of working so we cannot currently provide 

exact timescales. 

 

We will inform you of the return of other year groups (Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5) in due course. 
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When each class returns, we will have to ensure social distancing protocols are adhered to – not an easy 

task with young people who are normally encouraged to share and work closely together. 

 

These protocols will involve: 

• Separation of the class into smaller groups (pupils will then stay in these smaller group ‘bubbles’ for 

the duration of the day).  As class sizes are reduced, pupils are not guaranteed to be taught in 

particular friendship groups, by their usual class teacher or in their usual classroom. 

• Possible adjustments to the curriculum to reflect new ways or working – with a focus on emotional 

well-being as well as key subjects; 

• Staggered drop off and collection times; 

• Staggered playtimes and lunchtimes – with no contact between groups; 

• Limited movement around school – pupils will eat lunch in their ‘base’; 

• Limited access to resources – to reduce possibility of cross contamination.  We have been instructed 

to remove soft furnishings and other play equipment. 

• Emphasis on personal hygiene – frequent handwashing; 

• Reduction of additional provision – there will be no breakfast club or after school clubs operating 

(school will operate potentially around 9am – 3.15pm). 

 

Families with more than one child will have to adhere to the timetable of return.  We are unable to 

accommodate siblings outside the allocated year groups.  

 

I appreciate all this information potentially leaves you with a dilemma – totally understandable.  It is 

important to us, however, that we give you the facts.  Parents will not be pressured into ensuring their 

child returns to school and will not be penalised for non-attendance. If your child continues to work at 

home, learning grids will be provided via website and email. 

 

To help us with our preparations, if you have a child in Reception, Y1 or Y6, we ask that you respond to 

this letter, via text message (when prompted), to indicate whether your child will be returning to school 

potentially from June 1st (June 1st applies to Reception pupils only – Y1 then Y6 will follow at a later date). 

 

In your text response, please give your child’s year group and a Yes or No reply. 

 

Thank you for your patience.   We look forward to a safe return for all our staff and pupils. 

 

Kindest regards 

Mrs J Burgess                         Mrs K Plunkett                             Mrs P Dooley 

Headteacher                          Chair of Governors                        Vice Chair of Governors 


