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Thursday 30th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

HOME LEARNING TASKS 

As we enter the seventh week of our strange and challenging new routine, we have changed the 

format and content of out home learning tasks slightly to incorporate ways to introduce some new 

concepts to children as well as to consolidate and revise previously taught topics.  Many of these 

activities will be progressive and will follow-on from the previous one.  With this in mind (and as a way 

to help you to structure home learning), this fortnight, tasks have been presented on a day-by-day 

layout.  This new format will be sent out by email tomorrow. 

 

Please be assured, however, that the amount of homework provided and the expectations on children 

has not changed.  The number and length of daily tasks remains the same; they have simply been set 

out in a more user-friendly manner.  We hope that you find the new layout helpful.  Teachers have 

tried, wherever possible, to provide all information needed in this one place.  Full instructions for each 

task, with a detailed explanation of how and where to access any further information or resources 

needed, are given within the task grid. 

 

PURPLE MASH 

Now that we are unable to send home any further ‘paper-based’ tasks, teachers are making increased 

use of Purple Mash as a way of setting and storing tasks.  Please see the Parents’ Guide to Purple 

Mash sent out last week for further information on this.   

 

For the last few weeks, teachers have been communicating with children through ‘teacher blogs’ on 

the Purple Mash platform.  From tomorrow, we will be expanding the use of this facility to allow for 

more interactivity between children and staff.  Children will now have commenting rights on these 

posts and so will be able to interact with the class by posting comments in response to the teacher’s 

posts.  We hope that this will go some way towards creating more of a ‘class feel’ to home learning.  

Please remind children that this is a school platform and teachers are present on the blog (able to 

view all entries).   Comments should all be appropriate. 

 

We are currently putting in place an email system within Purple Mash so that children are able to 

contact staff directly with any particular concerns that they do not wish to share with the whole class.  

More details will follow regarding this. 
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WHITE ROSE MATHS 

As a way of moving learning forward in maths, we have adopted the use of White Rose Maths online 

lessons.  These lessons follow the approach of maths teaching in school and so children will be familiar 

with the style.  Children will be assigned a set lesson and activity for each day.  Full details of how to 

access these will be given on the fortnightly grid.  Lesson presentations are short, as are the activities, 

however, they need to be followed in order.  If you miss a day or two on the ‘timetable’, that is not a 

problem but, when you do return to try the activities again, please maintain the suggested order.  Tick 

them off, or highlight the grid, if that helps. 

 

RECEPTION AND YEAR 1 PHONICS 

Another new element for Reception and Year 1, is a YouTube phonics activity.  This is a great resource 

– easy for parents and children to access and enjoy and it will be very beneficial to pupils.  

 

Whilst we are striving to do the best we can to remotely assist children with their learning, please be 

assured that the activities designed as a guide and are, by no means, a set of rigid expectations.  They 

are meant to help, not hinder.  If you are struggling with the learning activities being sent home, 

please be kind to yourselves.  We understand if you need to step away from it.  We appreciate that 

parents are trying to juggle a number of different commitments, and often limited IT, along with 

supporting their children with home learning.  With this in mind, this fortnight, we have included a box 

of ‘non-IT’ alternative (or supplementary) activities.  If you find, for whatever reason, that electronic-

based learning does not suit your family or your circumstances, we completely understand and would 

encourage you to focus, instead, on these activities. 

 

We hope that you find the home learning activities and explanations helpful.  If you have any queries, 

home learning related or concerning other issues, please email the school office at: 

diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net   

Your questions may be dealt with by a member of our office team or, where appropriate, may be 

passed on to your child’s class teacher. Please include a contact number in your email. Please give us 

your landline number as first contact (if you have one) followed by your mobile contact number.  This 

will provide us with the option to respond with an email, or a direct call, depending on the nature of 

your concern.  We will endeavour to respond to your questions, as quickly as possible, but ask for your 

patience and understanding as staff may be dealing with a number of queries at one time. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone soon.  In the meantime, please take care of each other and stay 

safe. 

 

We thank you, as always, for your continued co-operation and support. 

 

All staff at St. Patrick’s 
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