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St Patrick's RC Primary School, Dipton   

_____________________________________________________________________ 

North Road, Flint Hill, Dipton, Stanley, Co. Durham, DH9 9BB.  Tel:   01207570316  
        E-mail: diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net Website: http://www.dipton.durham.sch.uk/ 
                                         Headteacher: Mrs J Burgess 

                                                 We follow in Christ’s footsteps 
Monday 16th March 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Re: Coronavirus 

I am writing to update you about the school’s current position regarding Coronavirus. 

We take the health and safety and wellbeing of our pupils and staff very seriously, and, as such, we want 
to reassure you that we are following the guidance from Public Health England and the Department for 
Education (DfE). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19 

The risk is currently low in County Durham.  School remains open and functioning, albeit with some 
necessary, additional measures in place. To minimise the spread of any infection in school, we have 
already implemented a number of protocols: 

• We have instructed all our pupils on good hand washing techniques. 

• We have shared clear expectations, with all visitors, regarding hand washing on entrance/exit 
from school. 

We work, as always, to maintain the highest standards of cleanliness. 

After further consideration, we are now taking additional action, which we feel is measured and 
reasonable, in light of this rapidly evolving situation. 

From today, we plan to: 

• Cancel larger school gatherings with parents/wider community – planned either within school or 
church.  We are extremely disappointed to cancel our planned attendance at St. Patrick’s Day 
school/parish Mass on Tuesday 17th March.  We will, instead, plan some additional activities 
across classes to mark our patron saint’s special day. 

• Cancel all external visits - initially up to the Easter holidays. Further information will follow.  
Unfortunately, this means that all sporting events with other schools/year group trips etc. will no 
longer take place.  Payments already made via Parentpay will be refunded in due course. 

• Continue with our after-school clubs for the remainder of the week.  Children are already in 
school and additional coaches (where applicable) will follow strict hand washing guidelines. Our 
current, spring timetable of after school clubs is due to finish at the end of this week.  A new rota 
of after school activities will not be arranged at this time.  

• Continue booster clubs for Y1 and Y6, for the moment. 

• Cancel the Y4/Y5 visit to the Youth Village.  This decision has been taken now as this visit is 
planned for immediately after the Easter break.  Again, payments already made via Parentpay 
will be refunded in due course. 

• Cancel swimming until further notice. 

•  
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• Restrict school to essential visitors only.  We therefore respectfully ask that you do not make 
visits to school office to pass on messages. Please telephone the school office directly, however, 
non-urgent information should, as always, be left as a telephone message.  Please be assured 
all messages are regularly checked.  Information can also be shared via your child’s planner.  

• Temporarily suspend charity weeks.  These will be resumed later in the year, as appropriate.  We 
no longer expect pupils to bring in cakes/prizes and ask that Reception and Year 1 do not send 
in any more 5ps for their money trees.  We do, however, want to extend a huge thank you to 
those classes who have already been involved and to all who have donated up to this point. 

•  Suspend sending home our ‘Journey with Jesus’ story bags.   

 

Planned reviews for pupils with additional needs this week will now take place via phone consultation or 
email. If this applies to you, the school office will be in touch with you individually to confirm your 
preferred method. 

To ensure you receive all communication from school, please keep us updated if you change any of your 
contact details. 

We are currently making plans for supporting your child’s education should a closure become necessary 
and will keep you informed on this.  
 
If circumstances arise where the school must close, we will inform you in our usual way via text message 
and updates on our school website. 
 
As I mentioned, we are following the guidance from Public Health England and the DfE, but this is being 
updated regularly in response to the changing situation. Please view the following sheet as a concise 
guide. 

We will monitor and follow the national guidance as it is updated and would urge you to do the same. 

If you have any further concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.  Thank 
you for your on-going support. 

 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Burgess                         Mrs K Plunkett                                    Mrs P Dooley 

Headteacher                           Chair of Governors                              Vice Chair of Governors 
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Prevent the spread of infection 

Make sure you and your children follow these general principles to prevent spreading any respiratory 
virus: 

Wash your hands often – with soap and water and scrub for at least 20 seconds, or an alcohol-based 
sanitiser if soap and water aren’t available 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

Avoid close contact with people who are unwell 

If you feel unwell, stay at home and don’t attend work or school for 7 days – even if well after 

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then place the tissue in a bin and then wash your hands 

Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home 

If you’re worried about your symptoms, please call NHS 111 – don’t go directly to your GP or other 
healthcare environment 

The most recent UK government advice (13.03.2020) is that anyone with a new continuous cough and a 
high temperature should self-isolate for seven days.  

Symptoms to look out for: 

• Cough 

• Difficulty in breathing 

• Fever (a temperature of 38 degrees C or higher) 

   If you experience any of the above symptoms, stay indoors and avoid contact with other people as 
you would with other flu viruses.  

  See https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ for the most current advice. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

