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Thursday 9th January 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

WELCOME BACK 

Happy New Year!  We hope you have had a lovely Christmas break and that you have had a good start to 2020!  
As ever, our pupils have returned ready for action; immediately getting back to work with energy and interest.   

We will today be sending home our sports update which includes afterschool options.  These will alternate in the 
summer term so that children have the opportunity to try out different activities.  The return date for this is 
9am Tuesday 14th January.  Clubs start week beginning 20th January.  We are also in the process of 
compiling our spring term diary of events which will be sent out to you as soon as possible. 

This year we are going to redouble our efforts to be as ‘green’ and environmentally friendly as possible.  Our 
preferred method of communication will continue to be text and email, whenever possible, and we will look to be 
more efficient in our use of resources in school. Hopefully, you enjoyed reading our final autumn newsletter 
prepared by our Year 6 pupils (sent by email last week of term).  This celebrated all the wonderful events and 
activities which are part of St. Patrick’s.  Letters are always added to our school website, if this provides easier 
access. 

We look forward to another successful term, working with you and our children to achieve the best possible 
outcomes for pupils.  With this is mind, we have an exciting update below from Miss Parry. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Burgess (Headteacher) 

READING AT HOME 

As I’m sure you are aware, at St. Patrick’s, we place great emphasis on reading at home. Reading is a vital life 
skill and forms the key to success in all curriculum areas. Did you know that if a child reads for 20 minutes a 
day, they will have heard 1.8 million words per year, read for 821 hours each year and will likely score better 
than 90% of their peers in tests? 

With this in mind, as a school, we expect that all children read at home at least three times per week and, 
preferably, every day. As a way to encourage this, we operate a reward system whereby if, on a Friday, children 
have three reading-related comments in their planner, they are awarded money for their class bank account. 
This term, we would like to extend this system further by introducing a whole-school raffle. Every Friday, all 
children who have read at home three times will be given a raffle ticket. If children have read more than three 
times, they will be given an additional ticket. These tickets will be placed into a whole-school draw, which will 
take place at the end of the half-term, and the winning child will receive a family voucher for pizza or pasta at 
Pietro’s, Dipton! This is to acknowledge that reading requires support from all the family! 

We are sure that children will enjoy this new initiative. If you would like any help with supporting your child’s 
reading at home, please do not hesitate to contact either your child’s teacher or me. Please note raffle tickets 
will be recycled in keeping with our ‘green’ aims in school. 

Many thanks, as always, for your support. 

Miss E Parry (English Lead) 
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