
  Higgledy Piggledy Nativity - 

Reception, Y1 and Y2  

 

This term we 

have had some 

exciting things 

happen such as 

our school nativity 

which was  full of songs and dances. Asia 

from Y1 said that she loved the songs.  

Others said they liked it when the angels 

came on stage and a Y6 child said they 

liked the part when their buddy was on 

stage. There has been a lot of time and 

effort to make this performance perfect and 

we can tell that they have been practising 

a lot to make the nativity come to life. I am 

sure one day they will be professional 

actors. 

Thank you everyone.  We loved it! 

St Patrick’s, Dipton  
Autumn Term 2019 

Safeguarding 

As many children will have          

electronic devices/phones on their 

Christmas lists, we ask that you are 

mindful of parental controls and the 

need to regularly monitor content 

and access  

We want all our pupils to enjoy their 

fantastic presents but to be safe.  

Please check out the ‘pupils’ section 

on our website.  Please be mindful 

that social media apps such as 

Whattsapp have recommended age 

requirements of 16 years.  Do not 

upload apps because of ‘peer     

pressure’ or pressure from your own 

children!  Safety first! 

       More than Dance Liturgy 
 
Thank you 
Y3 and Y4 
for your 
wonderful 
performance. 
 

Thanks to our 
editorial team 

for all your 
hard work. 

 Islam - exploring world faiths 

 

W h e n  S a d i a 
came to our 
school, we all 
learned lots of 

new things about her faith: Islam. It’s 
similar, in quite a  few ways, to Chris-
tianity.  In Christianity, for example, 
we have our special book the Bible; 
in Islam there is a special book called 
the Qu’ran. Each class learned about 
separate topics. Y6 looked at the Five 
Pillars of Islam in closer detail, while 
Y4s enjoyed learning about what 
Muslims can and cannot eat.        
Everyone then gathered in the hall to 
share the interesting facts that we 
had learned. Many of us were     
surprised to find Allah has 99 names! 
It was good to learn new things and 
find a new perspective on other peo-
ple’s faith. Thank you to Sadia for 

coming to talk to us. 
 CHARITY 

This year, we 

have been con-

centrating on the 

importance of 

charity work. We were 

involved in the shoe box appeal, where 

we filled shoe boxes with different things 

a family would need.  The Y4 class   

visited the factory site where all the         

shoe-boxes are held before being 

shipped to other countries. The Y4s also 

held a coat appeal, in which people were 

able to get a coat for free if they needed 

one for the cold winter. The rest of the 

donated coats will be at Consett Police 

Station  You may still be able to donate 

your old coats. We also got involved in 

the  poppy appeal, where we donated the 

money to the Royal British Legion. We 

can’t wait to help more people.  

Playground pals and friendship     
workshops 

This term we 
have been focus-
ing on how we 
can fix friendship 
problems and 
how to remain 
friends so that everyone can be happy. 
Val, from the Bullying Intervention Group, 
trains our playtime pals and teaches them 
how to help resolve problems. Lainey who 
is a Y4 playtime pal said she enjoys her 
role  because it makes people feel happy.  
Through class friendship workshops   
children explored how to move forward 
positively when friendship problems arise 
and the importance of saying sorry.     
Parents and all staff attended workshops 
too.  Here at St. Patrick’s, we all          
understand what happens during free time 
is as important as what happens during 

class time. 

Mrs Gardner’s letter  to 
her Y2 parents brought 
the press (TV, radio and 
newspapers) flocking to 
St. Patricks!  It was great 
that all the school could 

get involved and share the Christmas 
spirit to make a small donation to help 
others in our local community rather than 
buy staff gifts. Many schools have also followed our example.   
Our pupils loved their shopping trip to Dipton! 

  
Christmas 

Sing-a-long  
at              
St.  

Teresa’s, 
Annfield 

Plain 

Friendship 
at  

St. Patrick’s 
 



Year 2 
This term Y2 have been working like ROCKETS!  In maths they have been    
focussing on adding and subtracting two-digit numbers and working hard     
learning about money. Ella enjoyed subtracting and adding numbers together 
and the rest of her education in maths so far. 
       Not only have they been working in maths but also in English. They have 
been writing about different types of animals such as hedgehogs and reindeers. 
To improve their writing, they have been practising using commas.  Leah found it 
interesting to learn where commas should go in sentences. Y2 like to get out and 
about and they enjoyed a great trip to Hamsterley Forest. They even got the 
chance to build balanced assault courses and bridges. 
         In RE the Y2 topic was signs and symbols so pupils looked at the signs and 

street furniture of the local area and recorded their observations. They re-enacted 
a baptism in church. In art pupils studied the artist Andy Goldsworthy before    

recreating their own versions of work inspired by natural materials.  

In Reception, our children have settled in beautifully.  Erin say she has made a lot of friends. They have been learning what 

different numbers are and what they mean. Ella and Jack from Reception say they enjoy the writing area. Jack says he loves 

making creations in the junk model area. In English they are looking at different words and seeing what they mean. They are 

also learning how to read and enjoy going in the reading corner.   Each pupil in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 has a reading 

bear buddy to read to at home.  Our reading bears love to hear stories! Mrs Bajrami is keeping a wonderful picture diary of all 

the different and exciting activities children explore in Reception.  It is called, A flavour of Life in Reception.  Looking at the  pic-

tures I wish I was in Reception again!  Pupils made their own zoo and allocated jobs to different people.  To create the zoo, chil-

dren made signs, name badges and descriptions of animals.  They even built animal enclosures.  To top off a brilliant first term, 

everyone enjoyed the pantomime with their buddies and they loved their ice cream. Mr Turner even brought his new puppy, 

Nancy, for everyone to see.  I can’t wait for the things they will do in the future. 

 

 

Year 1 

In Y1, this term, they have been very busy in maths, they have been learning how to 

count in 10s and 5s! Y1 really enjoyed going to Gibside and joining in with all of the fun 

activities. James said,” I loved Gibside and I want to go again!” Mrs. Gardener and Mrs. 

Evans did forest school with Y1 pupils and they LOVED it. Hannah said that she loved 

going to a dance festival.  Recently, they wrote letters to Santa and joined in the nativity 

play with the Reception and Y2 pupils. Jasmine said, “I loved doing the nativity called 

Higgledy Piggledy Stable!”   Pupils have also been finding out about early flight.  Pupils 

made model planes and they completed a time-line to show major events in the history 

of travel.  They can remember lots of facts about the Wright Brothers! 

Wow! What a busy term! 



Year 3 
This term, Y3 have been learning all about the Stone Age. 
Mark from Archeosoup came in to tell talk about the     
different ages. They have been particularly focusing on the 
Neolithic, Palaeolithic and Mesolithic but also a few others. 
Impressive! Their topic focused on Skara Brae  (the     
best preserved Neolithic settlement in Western Europe) 
and how people lived there. Sookie said, “There was a      
thunderstorm there and some of it was destroyed but 

some of it is still there.” In art, they have 
been focusing on Jackson Pollock and his 
artwork. They have been making pictures 
with sticks, leaves and string. Scarlet said, 
“We learned how Jackson  Pollock used 
string to create lovely patterns in his       
pictures.”  
Y3 have had a very busy term. But it gets 
busier! In maths they have been learning 
some tricky division diving numbers by 3, 4 
and 8.  They have been working as hard as 

ever trying to solve maths     
problems independently!  Pupils 
even had time to make their own 
biscuits and deliver cards to local 
residents during mission week. 

Year 6 
Year 6 have had an exciting start to the term from meeting new 
buddies to singing Christmas carols. In literacy work Y6 have 
been concentrating on identifying features of story openings and 
setting descriptions and using these as a basis for their own 
writing.  

In maths, pupils have been learning about fractions, decimals 

and percentages and the link between them.  Y6 did a lot of work 

with French students and they really enjoy learning a new    

language. The class enjoyed a brilliant trip to Alnwick Castle 

which they really loved because they got to fly broomsticks.  

Amazing.Y6 also studied the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and 

lifestyle on the way the human body functions. Children        

learned about food groups and the importance of a balanced 

diet. As part of their study of fantastic beasts and magical    

dragons, the children focused on line and texture and created 

stunning sculptures of dragon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 
In Y5, their first topic was Mountains. They looked at       
mountains high and low on maps and did some AMAZING      
mountain artwork. They also observed many mountains in the 
Lake District, and saw a water-filled cave. I do hope no one 
fell in! When we asked some of the Y5s what their favourite 
parts of this term were, they answered with, “I liked all of the 
Lake District trip, but my favourite part was the cave”.       
Another said, “Mountain art was fun colouring in and I like a       
challenge.” 
After that, their topic was World War One. They made      
timelines to highlight key points and events of the war and 
wrote newspaper reports on the heart-warming story of the      
Christmas Truce. That brings us onto English, in which they 
looked at modal verbs and clause types. 
In maths, they learned about perimeter and area.  In Y5,  
children visited Delight Court.  As part of their art work, pupils 

created a stunning collaborative 
piece in readiness for Holocaust 
Memorial Day in January 2020.  
This artwork will form a larger 
collage to be displayed at Durham 
Cathedral. 
Mrs Oswald really knows how to 
keep a class on their toes! Year 5 
have been working very hard; 
they look forward to more       
challenges in 2020. 

Year 4 
Y4 have been very busy. In English, they learned about the    

homeless and how people’s lives can be affected by not having 

enough money. Convince Me Maths was indeed a challenge, and 

pupils learned how to multiply and divide. In RE, Y4 have learned 

how to be good friends, something we value at our school. They 

also looked at Islam.Y4 have also been on lots of trips such as the 

Lake District and Delight Court where they have lots of fun. The       

residents enjoyed seeing Y4 so much, they pupils plan to return in 

the spring term.  After half term, Y4 studied The Maya.  One of the 

most memorable activities was chocolate making and traditional 

plant based picture making where the class painted with berries. In 

science, pupils looked at the human body and the digestive system. 

They even made poo!  The children certainly enjoyed this activity. 

 

 



And what have members of the community got to say about our pupils? 
 
“All the children I have met today have been polite, inquisitive and helpful...During the workshop, 
the class was attentive and asked insightful questions. They continued to behave and learn well 
throughout the sessions.” Mark Barkman-Astles Archaeosoup - Prehistory/Stone-Age Workshop 
 
“Lovely, very well behaved children who were interested in all activities.  They enjoyed being out 
in the open.  Very engaged and keen to take part.”  Rosie McKenna - Gibside Fairytales and 
Autumn 
 
“A very enthusiastic group of children from the moment they stepped off the coach! Great 
questions and great interaction.” Rio Floreza Hamsterley Forest Field Trip - Bridges and Balances 
 

“All the students of St Patrick's RCVA Primary School are well behaved and very keen to participate 
during all sessions. The welcoming nature of teachers and staff was very helpful throughout the  
programme which is very appreciated by our society..” (Durham University Islamic Society)  

Looking ahead... 
We will be welcoming 2 new pupils to our school in January in Y1 and Y5.  We are excited to make new friends. 
 
The closing date for applications for Reception class September 2020 is January 15th.  Please let everyone know 
to help as many as possible to benefit from the great start St. Patrick’s offers. We look forward to our the          
development of our new Reception classroom getting underway in the spring term.  This will make such a positive 
difference to our school.  We can’t wait! 
 
Fr Dermott will be leading a Mass for all our school community on Friday 17th January at 1.30pm.  This will      
provide an opportunity for you to meet Fr Dermott, if you have not done so already.  All welcome. 
 
Y6 Parents’ SATs meeting,  led by Miss Parry, will be taking place on Tuesday 21st January 2020 straight after 
school.  Pupil will be allowed to stay with parents for this short session. 

 
 

And finally...  
Thank you for your on-going support which is one of the main reasons why our school is so successful.   
Thank you, from all the staff, for the many cards and good wishes.  Thank you for your generosity to 
help us support so many good causes.   
From everyone at St. Patrick’s, we hope you have a wonderful Christmas holiday.  Remember our return 
date is Monday 6th January. 

Youth Friday  

 On Youth Friday, we focused on other children’s 
lives and how important we are. Liam from Year 6 
said how interesting it was to find that the Pope 
wrote letters to children to say how unique we are. 
We learned what significant means and how we are 
important in God’s heart. 

        

 Reading partners  
 Thanks again to FoSP for helping raise funds for our school.  
Your donation to help us buy additional reading resources will 
make such a difference!  Reading is a big focus for our school 
this year.  Reading partners are also underway at lunchtimes.  
This is where older pupils listen to younger pupils read.  It’s 
hard to say who enjoys this the most! 
 

Lunchtimes  This term, there have been exciting changes in 

lunch time play.  To encourage pupils to be as active as   

possible, we have introduced extra coaching sessions.  The 

main sport this term has been tag rugby.  We have a couple 

of people coming to us and telling us what they like about the 

changes.  Jeff likes getting involved! Miguel likes it because 

he gets to play with his friends and it makes lunchtimes more 

fun.  To encourage best behaviour for our coaches we have          

introduced yellow and red cards.  No-one has received a red 

card yet which is good news. 

After School Clubs 

Well done to all those who have joined in with the 
array of clubs on offer this term.  A big thank you to 
coaches and staff who led a club or booster class. 

An updated programme will be out in the new year. 


