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We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

11th December 2019 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 

READING BOOKS IN RECEPTION AND KEY STAGE ONE 
 

At St. Patrick’s we believe that fluency in reading is a vital life skill and is the key to success in all curriculum 

areas.  As such, we place a great emphasis on reading at home.  Thanks to the fantastic work from the Friends 

of St. Patrick’s group and the kind generosity of parents and carers through their support for fundraising events, 

we are delighted to have been able to purchase some new home reading books to supplement our reading 

scheme.  This will allow us to operate a three-fold approach to reading at home.  Your child will now bring home 

three reading books every week.  This approach is already underway in Reception and will begin in Years 1 and 

2 after Christmas.  Each book has a different purpose, explained below. 
 

PHONIC PRACTICE BOOK 

This book will have a sticker on the side, indicating the phonic phase that your child is 

currently practising.  (Eg ‘Ph4’).  This book should be fully decodable for your child.  (They 

should be able to read the book independently by sounding out every word as it is made up  

only of sounds that your child has covered in their phonic learning at school). You may need to 

help with the title of this book but, otherwise, it is expected that your child should be able to 

read the book to you, with no help.  Please note that the purpose of the phonic practice book 

is to provide your child with opportunities to practise what they know.  It may, therefore, seem easy for your 

child; this the intention.  
 

‘HAVE A GO’ BOOK 

This book will have a coloured ‘book band’ sticker on the side.  It may be a ‘Biff and Chip’ 

Oxford Reading Tree book or one of our other colour-coded reading scheme books.  This book 

will be matched to your child’s reading ability but may require a little more adult support as it 

will not be fully decodable through sounding out.  You may need to encourage your child to 

look at picture clues or use the sense of the sentence to work-out unknown words. 
 

LIBRARY BOOK TO SHARE 

This book is intended for an adult to read to your child.  Library books also have colour-

coded book band stickers on the spine but children are not restricted in their choice.  If your 

child brings home a library book with a book band from a previous colour level, you may like 

to encourage them to read some of it to you.  If, however, they choose a more challenging 

book, please enjoy the book as a shared story, reading it to them.  During this time, asking 

questions about the story is really helpful in developing your child’s understanding. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Many thanks, as always, for your support, 

 

Miss E Parry 

English Lead 
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