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Dear Parents/Carers 

Happy New Year and welcome back!  We hope you have all had a wonderful 

Christmas holiday and are now fully back into your new routines. 

As ever, our pupils have returned ready for action and committed to learning.  As 

we embark on a new term, I am full of optimism regarding the remainder of this 

academic year.  The spring term is usually very productive, as pupils understand 

class routines and class expectations.  Where necessary, interventions/booster 

sessions are underway at lunchtimes and after-school, with teachers working with 

pupils on a 1:1 basis, in small groups and with families to try to optimize progress.   

We also have an exciting range of activities to extend learning opportunities across the curriculum to develop  

our pupils’ interests and skills in all subjects.  I wish to extend my thanks to staff for their dedication and our 

pupils for their ambition and desire to do well. 

 

Reading     

Without question, reading is the most important aspect of education.  Regular reading has a large number 

of benefits and children who read perform better in school.  Children who read regularly:  

 are able to concentrate better within class; 

 have improved vocabulary and language skills; 

 can demonstrate greater general knowledge and more imaginative flair when writing; 

 are able to access all aspects of the curriculum more easily. 

As a school, this means we place significant emphasis on reading.  We ask you to support us in this.  Please 
ensure you read with your child at least 3 times per week. Teachers record when this is/is not happening.  
This could be using books or by accessing the on-line tool ‘Bug Club’.  School does have to pay a subscription 
to ‘Bug Club’ so we will be carefully monitoring pupil usage to establish value for money.  If we find it is not 
used sufficiently, we will have to withdraw this option. 
 

Magic Breakfast 

Our new breakfast routines are in full swing.  From next week, Chris, part of 

the Fisch project (Family Initiative Supporting Children’s Health), will be joining 

breakfast club from 8am every Tuesday for the remainder of the term to provide 

extra fun and games. 

If any families are considering breakfast club from 8am, we invite you to call 

school for further information.  Sessions are £2.00 per day. 

Our next family breakfast session is Friday 25th January from 8am.   
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Pupil behaviour at the end of the school day 

We know our pupils are well behaved and, as such, we permit pupils in Year 5 and Year 6, with 

parental and school agreement, to walk home at the end of the day.  It is important that the 

expectations of good behaviour continue beyond the school gate.  North Road is busy and we do 

not want any accidents to occur. Pupils must be very sensible, when walking home with friends.  

We also ask that you complete mobile phone agreements only if necessary.  There is no need for pupils to 

bring phones to school, if parents/carers collect at the end of the school day. 

 

Nut allergy 

One of our pupils has a nut allergy.  All staff have undergone training in the use of Epipen administration 

should a reaction occur.  To limit this possibility, we respectfully ask that pupils do not brings nuts into school 

as a snack or part of a packed lunch.   

 

   School Crossing Patrol 

We are delighted that Ms Mitzi Dwyer has started her new role.  Please be advised that parents 

should not use the factory entrance as a parking bay or drop-off area/collection area.  This causes 

additional congestion and can obstruct both Ms Dwyer and vehicles accessing/leaving the factory 

site for business purposes.  

Standards of uniform 

Thank you for maintaining such high standards of school uniform. A reminder that pupils should 

only wear black shoes in school rather than boots.  Trainers are only permitted during P.E. 

sessions.  We also ask that you consult the school prospectus regarding hairstyles:   

‘The school also stresses that excessively short/shaved hair, as well as any form of cut/patterned 

beaded hairstyle or hair colouring is not acceptable. Hair should always be tied back once it approaches 

shoulder length.  Pupils should use discrete, plain bobbles and hairbands with school uniform colours.  For 

reasons of safety and security, the wearing of jewellery is not allowed.’   

 

When ordering school uniform, you will notice, the use of Tesco School Uniform Embroidery Service will cease 

on 12/2/19.  From this point, parents will be able to deal directly with uniform supplier via 

www.myclothing.com.  Pricing and delivery will remain unchanged, at this point. 

 

Space Camp          

Space camp is coming to St Patrick’s.  Our first group of lucky pupils to try out and see if they have what it 

takes is Year 5.  Pupils will be involved in a range of exciting activities including workshops and 

stargazing.  They will be staying in school until 10pm.  Wow!  We hope to extend activities to other 

classes, if possible, in the future.   

 

We look forward to a very exciting and busy term ahead.  If you ever have any concerns or queries regarding 

any element of school life, or you would be able to spare some time to volunteer in school, please do not 

hesitate to call the school office.  All our volunteers undergo safeguarding checks. 

Kind regards 

Mrs J Burgess 

Headteacher 
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