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We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

Wednesday 17th October 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Buddy Mass 

Thank you to everyone involved in making our Buddy Mass such a special occasion yesterday.  It was great 

to see so many families there to celebrate with us. 

Link to Hope Shoe-Box Appeal 

A huge thank you to those families who have already returned a shoe-box.  The final collection date is 

Tuesday 6th November. 

Changes to how we start the school day 

After half term, we would like pupils to come straight into school and into classrooms from 8.45am.  Pupils 

will be able to access the porches in a staggered manner, which will lessen the crowding.  More 

importantly, in making this small change, we hope to have a settled and prompt start to learning each day.  

Breakfast club pupils will go directly to classrooms at the end of their session.  Registers will be taken at 

8.55am. As a safety reminder, pupils should not be entering the yard, or school before 8.45am as there is 

no supervision available. 

Staffing changes 

Mrs Bevan will be returning to St. Patrick’s on Monday 29th October after her maternity leave. She will be 

working in Year 1, on a part-time basis, along with Mrs Oswald, who will continue with us until the end of 

this academic year.  As two experienced Year 1 teachers, we are sure Mrs Bevan and Mrs Oswald will form 

a highly effective team. 

Fundraising for our school 

You will have realised from our school improvement priorities letter, we are trying to make a big push 

towards fundraising for our school.  With this in mind, we are interested in promoting Friends of St. 

Patrick’s (FOSP), planning an Asda bag pack (see overleaf) and a Christmas Fair. I am sure you will be well 

aware that funding in schools generally is becoming increasingly tight and we have actively sought ways to 

access funding streams for larger projects.  This is on-going. After much deliberation, we have decided to 

call on your generous spirit and ask directly for your help.  Many schools already have a contributions 

system and we have decided to introduce this here at St. Patrick’s.  We ask that each family contribute 

£2.00 per month using Parentpay. We intend to request this over 11 months of the year (excluding 

August). This amount could be paid as a one-off £22.00 contribution or in instalments. This fund will be 

utilised for a range of purchases e.g. additional resources such ingredients for class cooking session or 

specific art materials.  We would share with you the details of how money is spent on a termly basis.  We 

feel a small contribution from every family could go a long way in school.  This will be set up on Parentpay 

after half term linked to individual children or, in the case of a family contribution, the youngest sibling. 

Asda bag packing 

On Saturday 17th November, we have organised a bag packing day at Asda, Stanley from 10am to 4pm.  

You may have been involved in events such as this before with local football teams/clubs etc.  This will 
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provide a great opportunity to fundraise for our school.  I have been involved previously for a different 

project and the time flies!  Unfortunately, pupils will not be able to participate due to Asda’s health and 

safety restrictions.  To maximise funds raised, we are hoping to enlist up to 27 people covering 9 tills over 

3 sessions.  The timing of the sessions would be 10am – 12 noon, 12 noon – 2pm and 2pm - 4pm. 

Please complete the proforma below if you are able to give 2 hours of your time to support our school.  A 

number of staff have already signed up to the rota but school needs you too! 

School Disco 

The FOSP are organising an autumn disco on Thursday 8th November from 3pm – 4.30pm.  The price of a 

ticket will be £3.00.  The ticket price will include entry to the disco, refreshments - including hot dogs or 

pizza and drink.  There will also be a pack of sweets for each child.  Children attending the disco can come 

to school in non-uniform that day.  FOSP feel it would be much easier if pupils just pay one amount rather 

than having to bring extra money on the day, which can be an additional thing to worry about.  For ease, 

we ask that pupils bring their £3.00 in a named envelope to be handed in to the class teacher on Monday 

5th November. No further money will be needed on the day of the disco. 

School sports clubs 

We have a rich tradition of competitive sport at St. Patrick’s and, over the years, have been able to run 

cross country clubs, football, netball and tennis teams to name but a few.  We hope to be able to continue 

to participate in a range of sports leagues in the future.  Again, we find ourselves calling on your help.  If 

anyone is a qualified coach, or simply has a great love or interest in sport and would like to get involved in 

a team at school, we would love to hear from you.  We would be willing to be flexible with times and would 

offer support in any way possible.  Please make an appointment to discuss your ideas.  To volunteer in 

school, you would be required to complete a number of safeguarding checks which everyone connected to 

school undertakes. 

Parent Governor 

As yet, no-one has come forward to express an interest in becoming a parent governor.  Please make an 

appointment to come and see me if you require further information. 

 

What a very busy start it has been to our academic year.  I am sure everyone is ready for a rest before we 

prepare for the exciting run up to Christmas!  Thank you, as always, for your great support. Happy half 

term. 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Burgess 

Headteacher 

I am happy to help out at the Asda bag pack in support of St. Patrick’s. 

Name of parent/carer…………………………………….. 

Please circle slot    10am – 12 noon              12 noon – 2pm                         2pm – 4pm 

 

I would be interested in helping out/leading a sports club.   

Type of club……………………………. 

Name of parent/carer……………………………….   Name of child in school……………………………………. 

Please return by Wednesday 30th October. 


