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        E-mail: diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net Website: http://www.dipton.durham.sch.uk/ 
                                         Headteacher: Mrs J Burgess 

                                                We follow in Christ’s footsteps 
Wednesday 21st November 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
Thank you! 

Financially, we all know it is tough in schools, at the moment, but it is also tough for many 

families, which is why I want to say a very big thank you for the many, many examples of your 

generosity.  When we ask - you respond! This readiness to give, highlights the extent of the 

community spirit which underpins everything we do at St. Patrick’s. 

Our shoe-box appeal 

It was great to see so many boxes leaving school on Wednesday to start their long journey to 

families in Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Need 

Pupils raised £149.82 pounds through our non-uniform day.  Pudsey will be pleased! 
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Bag packing at Asda 

Thank you so much to those members of staff, parents and grandparents who gave up some of 

their precious Saturday to come along and help raise money for school.  We made a grand total of 

£776.09 and, actually, we all enjoyed it!  The staff at Asda were very welcoming and we are going 

to liaise with them further to explore the possibility of accessing more funding. 

Such fantastic support makes a big difference and helps us move towards achieving our ambitious 

goals for improving our school.   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also had an amazing donation from one of our families of £1,000!  

New school governors 

We are delighted to announce our governing body is once again poised to operate at full capacity. 

Mrs Clare O’Sullivan will be moving from her role as parent governor to foundation governor.  

Ms Sharon Walker will also be joining us as foundation governor (we have seven foundation 

governors in total).   Ms Kate Campbell and Mr Tom Lawrence will be joining our governing body 

as our two parent representatives and Mrs Joanne Carr will be the local authority nominated 

governor. 

In a climate where it can be difficult to appoint school governors, it is extremely positive to be in a 

position where we have people who are keen and ready to commit their time and energy (for free) 

to our wonderful school. 

Looking back to last week… 

Y4 joined the parish for Mass on Tuesday and participated with readings and bidding prayers.  

Father Kevin was so impressed with the class, he asked volunteers to return on Sunday. 

Y5 visited Seven Stories as part of an exciting project called Power of Pictures.  The class worked 

with an illustrator/author and they explored character development through pictures. 

Y4 visited Delight Court this week and had a wonderful time chatting and playing games with 

residents. 

Our second open morning for new parents allowed Mrs Brotherston to meet some of the pupils 

who hope to join us in September 2019. 

We also conducted a fire drill on Friday.  As ever, our pupils were calm and sensible and we were 

all able to exit the school very efficiently. 
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Synagogue Visit 

Pupils and staff have thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the synagogue this week.  Our pupils were 

able to demonstrate how much they knew as well as develop their knowledge further through a 

range of learning activities.  As we come to expect, we received positive feedback from those 

leading the session. 

Deanna Van der Velde said our pupils were, “…very responsive with excellent questions.”  Adding 

our pupils showed “excellent” behaviour. 

Looking ahead… 

Next week is Mission Week.  Children will be involved in a range of activities kicking off with 

entrepreneur day on Monday when pupils will be making gifts to sell at our Christmas fayre – you 

know the date by now - Thursday 29th November 2pm – 5pm  (see proforma below). 

Pupils will also be involved in letter drops around the local area - spreading seasonal messages of 

joy, hope and peace.  Pupils from Y1 – Y6 can wear their purple Mission T- shirts from last year, if 

they wish to help enter into the spirit of the week. 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs J Burgess 

Headteacher 

Collection arrangements for pick-up on Christmas fayre afternoon 

Many thanks for the range of donations, which we have already received.  Preparations are well 

underway for the big day and we hope as many people as possible join in the fun. 

You have two options for pick-up.  Due to the anticipated busy nature of the afternoon, we cannot 

accommodate other pick-up times during the afternoon. 

 

I will be collecting my child at 2pm, from their classroom,  

in order to go straight to the school fayre. 

 

I will collect my child at usual pick-up time - Rec/KS1 3.10     KS2 3.15.  

 

For Christmas fayre afternoon only – all children collected at the end of the school day will be 

dismissed from the main school yard. 

 

Please tick your preferred option.  

 

Name of pupil…………………………………………… 

Signature of parent/carer…………………………………………. 

 

Please return by Monday 26th November at the very latest. 



IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY IN READING OR INTERPRETING THIS DOCUMENT PLEASE CALL 01207 570316 

 

  
 
 

Thank you! 


