
And what have members of the community got to say about our pupils 

‘It was a pleasure to come in and work with such a lovely, well-behaved group of 

children .’  Allison Cummins (Saggezza Coding session Y6) 

‘Wonderful behaviour from the children, really reflective and thoughtful responses 

to questions around what God’s love means for them.  A lovely time.’ Kevin 
Atkinson (More than Dance Y1 and Y2) 

‘It was great to see how enthusiastic the students were and how keen to share 
their ideas and take part whenever there was an opportunity. I am particularly 

grateful to the staff I worked with for their support during the sessions but also 

for their offers of assistance in moving equipment, setting things up and making 
me feel welcome at all times. I hope to work with you all again in the future.  

Captain Chemistry  - (whole school) 
The children were lovely and I really enjoyed taking them round.  It’s easy for me 

when they are interested, polite and don’t mess about. 
They had time to let off steam but when it was time to start the sessions again 

they were focused and were willing to listen to me, all too often I spend time just 

waiting for children to stop chatting and messing about, this was not the case 
with your class, you are welcome to come again! Mike (Botanic Gardens Y4) 

Our Year 6 pupils will be leaving us soon.   
Jensen, Grace,  Ruby B,  Jack, Jaimie-Leigh, Pat-
rick, Niamh C, Saoirse, Jessica, Cory, Sarah, 
Esmie, Ruby, Finn, Ella, Niamh P, Demi-Leigh, 
Jake, Anakin, Chloe,  Annabelle, Liam, Haydn and 
Grace. 
You have been wonderful! Thank you! 
 
Hello to: 
Ella, Olivia, Erin, Amber, Joe, Phoebe, Lucas, Lo-
gan, Lydia, Mary-Jane, Jack, Eddy, Lexi, Mason, 
Monty, Indiana, Ruby, Torin and Zara. 

A big thanks to all staff and pupils for their efforts and fantastic work ethic. 

Thank you to parents and grandparents for your  lovely gifts and letters of thanks which are 

very much appreciated by all staff.  Also, thank you for your on-going support, which is one 

of the main reasons why our school is so successful.   From everyone at St. Patrick’s, we hope 

you have a terrific summer holiday.  We’ll see you again on  Tuesday 3rd September 2019. 

A huge, huge thank you to all our 
wonderful volunteers, in school, 
in whatever capacity you help. 
Thank you if you are a member 
of FoSP, if you are a reader, if 
you have helped out on a trip or 
if you have supported us in any 
other way. 
If you  are interested in becom-
ing a volunteer do not hesitate! 
Contact Mrs Charlton or Mrs 
Clarke in the school office and 
we will definitely find you some-
thing to do using your talents 
well! School will help with all ad-
ditional safeguarding checks that 
are necessary. 

Clubs — lunchtimes have been more fun this term as Y3/4 have 

had the chance to improve their tennis skills, Y5 and Y6 have been 

playing cricket.  Rec/Y1 and Y2 have also been working with a 

coach. 

This term we have all been busy with our school clubs. Lily from 

running club says it’s good to get outside run around and stay 

healthy. In gardening club they have been making their own wa-

tering cans, growing lots of plants and making pictures with flow-

ers. Pupils have also had a chance to join in with athletics and 

summer fun and games. 

School fund—Thank you for all your on-

going donations of £2  per family per 

month. 

This brought in an additional amount of 

£1378.50 which has allowed us to do 

some cookery and food tasting, carry out 

experiments in science week, buy addi-

tional craft and sewing resources as well 

as things needed for gardening.  We also 

bought some electronic coding devices. 

Pupils with 100%  

attendance this year. 

 

Jacob, Lucy, Cameron, 

Jessica, Katie, Callum, 

Cara, Ellie, Emma, Mi-

chael,  Heidi, Haydn, 

Harriet and Grace W. 

Well done to you all. 

 

Our whole school at-

tendance figure for 

the year is 96.5%.   

We continue to aspire 

to our 97% target. 

Fun afternoon 

Thank you to all 

who helped make 

this such a lovely 

occasion.  It was a 

brilliant team effort. 

There have 

been lots of 

festivals   at-

tended this 

term—all 

great fun. 

Pirates of the 
Curry Bean 

Everyone enjoyed 

the Pirates of the 
Curry Bean per-
formance with 

our Y5 and Y6. Of 
course this play 

couldn’t have 

been put together without the help of  Miss Parry, 
Mrs Moore, Mrs Murray and Miss Dooley. The play 

was great and everyone enjoyed it. There were   
funny characters, dazzling costumes and incredibly 

catchy songs that would get you up on your feet 

dancing for sure! A special word of thanks to all   
others involved: to Mrs Charlton and Mrs Huddleston 

who helped order all the props, to all the school and 
audience who came and watched the play, to all the 

parents who ordered and made the costumes and to 
Jason who helped make sure all the speakers and 

microphones were in working order. Finally, of 

course, a huge thankyou to all of the pupils in Y5 
and Y6 who put together a fantastic show stopper to 

remember. What a brilliant week they had perform-
ing! 
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Open the book  

Every two weeks, pupils enjoy bible stories during Open 

the Book assembly time. Lucy said, “Its brilliant the fact 

that volunteers give up their time to visit us and show us 

what they’ve made.” Leah said, “I  like Open the Book be-

cause sometimes you forget some of the stories but be-

cause they are acting it out, it’s more memorable than 

reading a book. Mrs. Gardner told us, “I like the way the 

volunteers are very creative making the stories. Also, I like 

the way everyone’s a part of it.” 

Joseph in Y2 was asked to attend the 

Gala Theatre, Durham to represent St. 

Patrick’s at the 20th anniversary of 

Open the Book.  He was actually inter-

viewed by Martha on the stage.  He is 

so brave! 

Once again a big thank  you to our junior  

Editors, who have written this newsletter.   

Always hot on the trail of a good story or two,   

they have been inter-

viewing staff and    

pupils to get the low-

down on what has 

been happening this 

term.  Super busy, 

they have even given 

up some of their own 

free time. 

Fun run—All the children in the school participated 

in a fun run to raise money for a defibrillator for 

our parish. Everyone attended it and everyone 

finished it as a team. The Reception children ran 

0.3 miles with their older buddies in Year 6. Lola 

said that she loved getting a shiny medal at the 

end. However, some of the pupils in the school 

challenged themselves even more, and they ran 

1.4 miles! 

 

Everyone really 

enjoyed the fun 

run and were all 

glad to finish it 

together in a 

team! Our total 

was £2242.26 

Amazing! 

NSPCC – keeping children safe 

The NSPCC is an organisation that goes to 

different schools to teach pupils to speak 

out and stay safe. Marcus said, “My favour-

ite part about the NSPCC coming is that I 

learnt how to get rid of my worries if I had 

any.” Aimee explained to us,  “I liked that 

they told us that we could contact child line 

anytime.” Nina said, “There are so many 

different ways to get rid of your worries. We 

thank the NSPCC for coming to our school 

and teaching and helping the children to 

speak out and stay safe. 

First Holy Communion 

We had a wonderful First 

Holy Communion celebra-
tion earlier this term with 

our Y4 pupils. 

St. Patrick’s Church was absolutely packed 

and everyone joined in the celebrations back 
in the school hall afterwards. 
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Y1 have been very busy this term. Eve-

ryone really enjoyed it! 

Their first topic was the Titanic. Y1 

learnt loads of new facts about the Ti-

tanic. For example, did you know the 

Titanic was one of the biggest ships ever built? 

Freya loved it and enjoys telling her sisters about it. 

Their second topic was the Caribbean. Many of the 

children were shocked to find that it rains more in 

the Caribbean than it does in England—and that’s a 
lot! It rains incredibly heavily for around twenty 

minutes and then the beautiful sun returns to the 

sky! 

Other things the Y1s learnt about were clocks and 

the Queen. Grace likes playing games to help her 

with phonics. James said, “I like the role-play area!” 

This term, Reception have been extremely busy. They have been to Broom 

House Farm.  They saw lots of animals there. Whilst they were there, they 

learned when bees find the best flowers, they do a sort of wiggle-dance!  

They have been writing letters to their favourite television characters through the 

magic post box. Children have also been learning a bit about space. Some of the pupils 

have drawn pictures of our solar system including Matthew, who has drawn many!  

Reception have also had their own celebration event – inviting parents.  The whole class 

walked to post Dipton Post Office to buy stamps and post their invitations which was great fun.  Children 

decorated biscuits for the event and played games with parents and grandparents. On moving up day, they 

met their new teacher, Mrs Evans. Mrs Evans baked some cakes for her new class. YUM! Mrs Evans said that 

she will miss her old class but is delighted to know that she will be teaching a lovely class next year. Mrs 

Evans also said that just after one afternoon with them, she would love to have them again.  

Reception 

Year 1 

Year 3 

Y3 have had exciting term - their favourite subject was maths 

and now they are brilliant at fractions and time. They even 

stayed for an afterschool demonstration lesson for all the staff 

and governors.  That’s how good they are! They have loved 

going to swimming on Wednesdays and learning new tricks in 

the water. In PE, they have been doing gymnastics, athletics 

and tennis. Also, they have been involved in cricket tourna-

ments against 2 different schools. In art, they have drawn 

and made some dragons, iron man heads, Roman projects 

and they have made papier mache volcanoes.  Across the  

curriculum, Y3 have loved map work and completing a range 

of projects.  The term was topped off with with a great trip to 

Segedumnum Fort as part of their topic on Romans. 

 I bet they are excited for Y4 and more adventures. 

This term, Y2 pupils have 

been busy learning about di-

nosaurs. They have learned 

about fossils too. Many of the 

children enjoyed finding out  

about Mary Anning, who was 

a famous fossil hunter. The 

children learned a famous 

phrase about Mary Anning, 

“She sells sea shells on the sea 

shore.” The children went to 

Hancock Museum.  Sookie 

said, “I really enjoyed it.” Y2 

also went to a football festival 

and Jimmy said that he loved 

it. Sounds like you have had a 

busy term and need a rest! 

Year 2 

This term, Y4 have been writing amazing stories! They have been 

writing ‘behind the door’, ‘portal’ and ‘monster’ stories. They sound 

really exciting! In PE, they enjoyed dancing and gymnastics, which 

sounds really fun and active. In maths, one of their topics has been 

angles  (obtuse angles, acute angles and right angles). They have 

also been gaining confidence with fractions, decimals, symmetry and 

co-ordinates. Paige enjoyed learning about the water cycle but not 

the digestive system experiment - she thought it was gross! It made 

a mess everywhere! The wonderful Y4 children told us their favour-

ite topics that they had enjoyed this term. Euan’s favourite topic was 

Rainforests. A topic that Lauren enjoyed was the Mayas! Some Y4s 

can’t pick a subject! There are so many to choose from. Instead, 

they loved all of them. I bet they can’t wait for new subjects and 

challenges to come in Y5! 

Y5 have had a fantastic term but let’s start with the Power of  

Pictures. At the start of the year, pupils went to go and visit Tim 

Hopgood. He taught the children how to draw characters out of 

lines and shapes. Lewis said he likes drawing the pictures. Follow-

ing on from this, they came back to school making their own pic-

ture books to share with their new buddies.   Let’s not forget their 

fantastic school trip to go and see Michel Fole (who is an astro-

naut) He showed them videos from space and told them what life 

is like in space. They even got a photo with him. Y5 also enjoyed 

going to the Blue Reef Aquarium. They learned new facts about 

fish and other sea creatures. Y5 also had the opportunity to 

stroke a bearded dragon. On moving up day, Y5 learned the rules 

of being in Y6. Year 5 also had the opportunity to apply for a jobs 

such as library monitor, prefect, dinner band monitor, bell moni-

tor, helping the teachers and other jobs. Their favourite part of 

this term was meeting their buddies. They really enjoyed playing 

and can’t wait to see them again. WOW! Y5 have had an amazing 

term and are going to love Y6. I can’t wait to see the new adven-

tures that are going to come. 

Year 4 

Year 5 

Y6 have had a busy summer term. Pupils loved dis-

secting a pig heart because it helped them see all the 

different parts that make up a heart. Pupils found the 

NSPCC visit interesting and they all learned the 

Childline number off by heart (0800 1111.) Many Y6 

girls signed up to do lunchtime cricket with the Y5s.  

The whole class loved going to St. Bede’s because it 

gave them an idea of what it is going to be like in Y7. 

Here are a few messages from Miss Parry, “I loved 

teaching Y6 this term because we did lots of exciting 

things. We sent some letters to our French friends 

hoping for replies, and a couple weeks later, we got 

some exciting responses!” Also, the children did some 

fun research on Charles Darwin. Y6 had a fantastic 

trip to the Weardale Activity Centre. They had an end 

of term party and also went bowling.  You see, even 

with SATs tests, Y6 is great.  

Year 6 
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