
  Nativity— Reception, Y1 and Y2 

Pupils wowed their audiences with 

their fantastic play The Inn Crowd. 

Pupils sang, danced and smiled their 

way through two performances.  

Thank you to everyone for all your 

hard work.  We are so proud of you 

all. 

St Patrick’s, Dipton  
Autumn Term 2018   

We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

Safeguarding 

As many children will have elec-

tronic devices/phones on their 

Christmas lists, we ask that you 

are mindful of parental controls 

and the need to monitor content 

and access. 

We want all our pupils to enjoy 

their fantastic presents but to 

be safe.  Please check out the 

‘pupils’ section on our website, 

which includes guidelines from 

the pupils themselves. 

Magic breakfast 
starts 2019! 
Well done every-
one for embracing 
the 8.45 flexible 
start.  Remember 
hot bagels await -  

Christmas Fayre 
Our Christmas Fayre 
was a resounding 
success.  It was 
great to see so many 
people here enjoying 
the afternoon.  A 
special thanks to 
Friends of St. Pat-
rick’s for your ener-
gy, enthusiasm and 
commitment to our 
school family.  We 
are looking forward 
to many more events 
in 2019! 

We all enjoyed    

Mission Week.  We 

had our entrepre-

neur day as well as 

delivering messages 

of Christmas cheer to 

our school neigh-

bours. People were so 

pleased, we even got 

replies.  

This term, we have loved our Open the 

Book sessions.  Our Bible storytellers 
are so enthusiastic and we love the 

costumes and resources they bring.   
To spread the success to other schools, 

Open the Book have asked to film one 

of the sessions and interview some 
people on 

camera.   
How excit-

ing! People 
will be ask-

ing for our 

autographs 
next!   

More than Dance 

worked with our Y3 and 

Y4 pupils to produce a 

beautiful liturgy linking 

readings, music and li-

turgical dance. What a 

joy to watch. 
Thank you to all for your 
reverse advent calendar 

donations. 

Stanley Foodbank is very 
grateful. 

 Shoebox Appeal 

Many thanks to eve-
ryone who contribut-
ed to the appeal.  
Thank you also to Mr 
Thompson, Caleb’s 
grandad, for once 
again coming in to 
school to talk about 
how these special 
deliveries bring such 
joy to many families.  



In Year 2, we have been extremely busy this term.    

Scarlett said, “I’ve loved science as it is so interesting, 

especially when we go outside for forest school.”   

We loved cooking.  We also had a visit from Anna the 

snake and Trevor the tortoise, which helped us write 

some brilliant reports.  

Everyone had a chance to hold 

Anna. Wow! Next stop – ‘I’m a 

celebrity get me out of here!’ 

Alex and Jimmy said, “We love 

getting stars when 

we read at home 

and we love 

maths.” 

 

In Reception this term, we have settled into school life 
happily. We have been concentrating on becoming more 
confident recognising numbers and counting accurately.  

We have also been learning to tell stories using story 
maps.  So far, we can retell Mr Wiggle and Mr Waggle,    
Mr Gumpy’s Outing, Peace at Last and The First Christmas. 

We enjoyed learning some new playground games with 
Year 3 during Mission Week.  We even made some delicious pumpkin 
soup after Halloween. 

Our Year 6 buddies are very friendly and we have all been getting 
along famously. 

Family members came to join the children during Come and Play ses-
sions which were great fun. 

 

 

In Year 1, we have been learning all about animals 

and their features.  We have completed a homework 

project about a chosen animal and they are all brilliant 

reads!   

We learned facts about Komodo dragons, orangutans 

and many more!  David Attenborough would be im-

pressed!  We had great fun making Christmas decora-

tions as part of entrepreneur day.  This was the first 

time many of us had tried sewing. 
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In Year 3, our topic of 

Dragons began with 

some dragon eggs be-

ing left in our class.  

We are still waiting for 

them to hatch!  We 

found out that Dipton had a big problem 

with dragons so we planned and wrote in-

structions to help our village deal with the 

epidemic.   

We have also really enjoyed challenging 

ourselves in our maths lessons.  Singing 

carols at St. Teresa’s was a super treat. 

In Year 6, we began the school year with 

letters from Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 

and Wizardry.  We had great fun making 

potions, writing reports about fantastic 

beasts and taking part in broomstick train-

ing at Alnwick Castle. 

Our second topic was The Ancient Egyp-

tians.  We learned about mummification and 

even mummified tomato pharoahs! How 

brilliant is that? 

The highlight of our topic was a trip to see 

Horrible Histories at Sunderland Empire — a 

fabulous show full of amazing 3D effects. 

In Year 6, we know we have to work hard 

but who would have thought we would be 

having so much fun along the way! 

In Year 5, we started the year by researching in-

spirational people, which set us up for a fantastic 

year ahead.  We also had our first residential with 

our Year 4 schoolmates. Eliza said, “I really en-

joyed it.  It was nice to relax and spend time with 

our friends.” 

The second part of the term was action packed.  

We had the opportunity to meet the author/

illustrator Tim Hopgood at Seven Stories in New-

castle.  He demonstrated how to create characters 

out of a line.  Marcus was fascinated and said, 

“Even if you make a mistake, it can be turned into 

a character.”   

We had the honour of leading the whole school in 

a Remembrance liturgy, commemorating 100 

years since the end of WW1. One of the parents 

watching said, “It was incredibly moving.” 

We also explored science through forest school — 

building fire and shelters. Jeff said, “We enjoyed 

conducting experiments outside.”  Miguel added, 

“It made learning fun.” 

 

 

In Year 4, we have been learning all about 

coal mining and we have written many stories 

and persuasive letters.  We even persuaded 

Mrs Burgess to have a Christmas jumper day.  

All power to the pencil!  

Our mission has been recycling and we are 

continuing to encourage our friends and fami-

lies to follow our good example. We have also 

spoken to all other classes about the im-

portance of  the ‘3 Rs’ - ‘Re-use, Reduce and 

Recycle.’ We finished our topic with a trip to 

Beamish.  Harry said, “Everyone was so excit-

ed to go down the mine.” 
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And what have members of the community got to say about our pupils? 
 
“The pupils were a delight.  They were given information and they read it with 
interest...questions were sensible...answers were informative and in-depth.  
Pupils were very polite and did not talk over each other, or me.  Pupils are a 
credit to their teachers and the school.  It was also lovely to see all the teachers 
getting involved and not just sitting back.”  (Andrea Patchett, Beamish Museum) 
 
“Pupils behaved impeccably; they listened well and interacted enthusiastically.” (Deanna 
van der Velde, Gosforth Synagogue) 

 
“We love coming to St. Patrick’s.  The children are so well behaved and engaged 
in the stories.  It’s an absolute pleasure.” (Open the Book volunteer) 

Looking ahead... 
Y6 Parents’ SATs meeting  will be Tuesday 8th January 2019 straight after 
school. 
Space camp is coming to St. Patrick’s next half term.  More (very exciting) de-
tails to follow in the new year. 
We are also in the process of arranging a short parents’ after-school session to 
promote emotional well-being and resilience in our pupils.  More information to 
follow. 
The closing date for applications for Reception class September 2019 is January 
15th.  Please let everyone know to help as many as possible to benefit from the 
great start St. Patrick’s offers. 
The FISCH programme, promoting health and fitness, will be starting in Y1, Y2, 
Y3 and Y4 in January. 

And finally...  
Thank you for your on-going support which is one of the main reasons why our 
school is so successful.   Thank you, from all the staff, for the many cards, gifts 
and good wishes.  From everyone at St. Patrick’s, we hope you have a wonderful 
Christmas holiday.  Remember our return date is Monday 7th January 

8am for breakfast club and from 8.45am for warm bagels in the classroom. 

Reading Recovery 
We are delighted to be pioneers — 
the first school in Durham Local Au-
thority—to employ and train a Read-
ing Recovery teacher.  We utilise this 
expertise in Years 1 and 2. 

        Appointment of new governors 
As you know, we have appointed 4 new 

governors who will embark on their roles from 
January. 
Welcome to Mrs Joanne Carr, Ms Kate Camp-
bell, Mr Tom Lawrence and Ms Sharon Walker.  
Their ‘pen portraits’ are on our school website, 

if you would like any further information. 

Anti-bullying week/

safeguarding 

Congratulations to our winners 

of our  school  anti-bullying 
poster  competition.  Their 

posters carried important mes-
sages for us all to remember regarding the 

need to show respect both on-line and face-to-
face. 

After School Clubs 

Well done to all those who have joined in 
with the array of clubs on offer this term. 
An updated programme will be out in the 
new year. 


