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Fri 3rd November 2017 

Homework Feedback 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Thank you for all of your questionnaires and feedback that you returned to school concerning your views 

about homework at St.Patrick’s. It was lovely to see such a wealth of replies and such open honesty in your 

views.  After discussions with groups of pupils across the school, parental and staff feedback, the outcomes 

were as follows: 

Parent Voice 

Parents strongly agreed that homework makes a big difference to how their child performs in school and 

that it is reading, times tables and key skills that are the essential homework ingredients. Most parents 

thought other weekly tasks made some difference with some believing it made no difference at all. Most 

parents felt project homework was a positive suggestion. However, parents were very divided in their 

opinion as to whether homework was a positive experience between themselves and their child. 

Parents commented that: 

Skill based homework would be better - more emphasis on times tables, reading and writing. 

Replace weekly homework sheets with a monthly target. 

Homework is good through the week but not at the weekend which is family time. 

Reading has lots of value. KS1 children are too young for other set homework and there is little value to 

this. 

Homework is essential. 

After school activities are as important - fitness and social skills. 

Pupil voice 

Regarding homework, some children liked it, others not. Across the year groups, they commented that they 

did not want homework at weekends as they had activities. The older children said they like the homework 

where you can choose what you want to do each week. Some children felt as parents were often working 

they felt pressurised to try and complete it alone and sometimes they struggled. Pupils thought reading 3x 

per week is good with a reward incentive, commenting that they probably would not do it otherwise. 

Overall, pupils across the year groups felt that homework should be more fun. They thought project based 

homework where they made something or had the opportunity to take their own direction in a project was 

a better way to learn. 

Children commented that: 

I do so much at school I want to spend time with my family at weekends. 

Worksheet homework means we are just repeating the same things over again that we have learnt in class. 

If I was interested in something I would put more effort in. 
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Reading, spelling and times tables are really important. 

 

 

Staff voice 

Almost all staff believe homework, in its current form, is not a contributing factor to making a difference 

to pupil understanding and that it does not improve outcomes for the vast majority of pupils. Following on 

from this, staff felt time could be spent more productively preparing for in-class activities – tailoring work 

appropriately.  All felt staff and pupils would benefit from our approach to homework being modified. 

Staff thoughts: 

Learning: tables, reading book daily, number bonds (anything practical).  

Parents need to be given ideas to help their child. 

Pupils should continue to have reading and spellings through the week. Occasionally project style 

homework to be given to really hook their interest. 

Maths basic skills - learning in their environment. 

Handwriting was an important skill to practise. 

Practising key skills rather than issuing homework, which simply repeat class tasks, would be more 

beneficial. 

In summary 

Everyone seems to agree that a new approach to homework, with a focus on basic skills, would be of 

benefit to our pupils.  With this in mind, we intend to introduce a revised style of homework  from January.  

In the interim, we will continue the current approach.  We all recognise reading to be of the utmost 

importance and we ask that children access reading activities 3x per week with their own/school reading 

book or through Bug Club Weekly.  Please comment in your child’s planner to show this is happening. 

Spellings will continue to be given on a Monday, accessed through daily phonics sessions and revisited on a 

Friday (see additional letter and handouts). Times tables remain an important key skill and need to 

practised regularly alongside reading.  Where appropriate, pupils may have an individual homework pack 

and parents will be contacted separately. 

We appreciate any new approach will need some explaining, so we are offering 3 sessions on Tuesday 5th 

December at a variety of times: 9.30 a.m, 3.15 p.m. or 5 p.m. Various time slots are on offer as we 

understand that people have work and family commitments so have tried to make the sessions accessible 

to all. The sessions will involve some explanations from staff but will also offer practical demonstrations. 

Our pupils will also be on hand to engage with you as to how to work through various aspects of the 

homework with your own child according to the methods learnt in class. Your child’s new homework book 

will be given to you during the session.  

Due to the recent success of the online booking system for parent’s evenings, we are currently checking to 

see if we can adopt a similar approach to booking homework sessions.  We will contact you as soon as 

possible with arrangements.  We hope to see you there and thank you, in advance, for your time. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs L Gardner 

Deputy Headteacher 


