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                                         Headteacher: Mrs J Burgess 

We follow in Christ’s footsteps 
 

Friday 11th October 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Staffing update 

We are delighted to announce we have appointed Mrs Anna Oswald as our new Y5 teacher with effect from 

4th November.  Mrs Jenna Murray will be leaving us at the end of this half term to take up her position as 

Assistant Headteacher at Middlestone Moor Primary School. As a highly respected and valued member of 

our school team, we are sorry to see Mrs Murray leave but we share her excitement for the new challenges 

which await as she takes on a more senior role within her new school. 

We are in the process of recruiting a new teacher who will be providing planning, preparation and 

assessment (PPA) release time and management time for teaching staff – a role previously undertaken by 

Mrs Oswald. 

Parents’ anti-bullying/friendship workshop  

Thank you to all parents/carers who were able to make it to last week’s session. Feedback has been 

positive and I hope all who attended found the experience beneficial and thought-provoking. 

 

Reception Open Morning for pupils starting school in September 2020 

This will be held on Friday 18th October 2019 9.30am – 10.30am.  Please spread the word to any 

families you know to whom this applies.   

 

Break the Rules Day! 

It was great to give our pupils the chance to rebel (even if it was just for one day)!  Well done pupils and 

staff for entering into the spirit of the day with great enthusiasm.  Friends of St Patrick’s raised £258.50 

 

School lunches 

As you know, school lunches are universally free for all pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.  We would 

encourage all parents/carers to take up this option.  A hot, nutritionally-balance school lunch provided free 

of charge means less stress/expense for parents (no preparation from you required). We know some pupils 

can be ‘picky eaters’ but we recommend you persevere.  It will certainly be worth it.  If you are in two 

minds and want to further explore the school lunch option, please contact school to arrange an 

appointment.  If your child has a packed lunch, we ask that you refer to school’s packed lunch policy 

available via our website.  Pupils are not allowed to bring flasks into school. 

 

Christmas Activities 

Yes, we appreciate it is very early to mention Christmas but we are mindful that it can be an expensive 

time.  We felt, therefore, it would be beneficial to give you advance notice of the potential costs involved to 
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cover the range of activities listed on our school diary of events.  With the help of FoSP, and your 

fundraising efforts, we anticipate the cost of the pantomime trip and Christmas parties will remain capped 

at £10.00 per child.  You may incur an additional cost of £2.05 per pupil if your child wishes to have a 

school Christmas lunch as they normally have a packed lunch.  Office staff will update parentPay 

accordingly and, when everything is in place, send a text alert.  This will enable you to pay by instalments.  

If anyone has any difficulty with this, please contact the school office directly. 

 

Link to Hope Shoe Box Appeal 

Mr Thompson, one of our grandparents, led his annual Shoe Box Appeal assembly with pupils on Tuesday.  

As a volunteer he actually collects and then delivers the shoe-boxes to countries such as Romania, 

Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria. All pupils have been given a leaflet which explains the process and the kind 

of gifts to be included.  St Patrick’s always produces a great response to this appeal.  We know you will 

help, if you can.  Thank you, in advance, for your generosity.   

 

Safety entering/leaving school 

Usual safety reminders apply: 

• Breakfast club – parents/carers should park off site and walk in with children. 

• After school clubs – all pupils must be collected from the main reception door. Pupils are not 

allowed to walk home unsupervised after clubs.  For the safety of all, parents/carers must park off 

site and walk onto school grounds to collect. 

• Please do not stop on the zig-zag lines directly outside of school. 

• Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6, who are given parental/school permission to walk home independently, 

must show a good level of behaviour at all times otherwise the decision will be reconsidered. 

• Pupils should walk (not ride) in/out of school grounds, if using a cycle. 

 

Lost property 

We have ever increasing amount of lost property including shoes, coats and trainers as well as jumpers and 

cardigans.  Please label all your child’s uniform and belongings with a permanent marker or iron on/sew in 

label. If your child has lost any items, please come into school to check through our stock! Also, if your 

child needs any additional items of school uniform, please take the opportunity to look through any 

unclaimed clothing. Once washed, items will be as good as new!  Reducing the mounds of lost property 

would be a great help to us and should save you some money! 

 

Thank you again, as always, for your on-going support. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs J Burgess 

Headteacher 


