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We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

Thursday 12th September 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to all our pupils and their families.  We hope you have had a lovely 

summer holiday and you are now feeling rested and ready for an exciting academic 

year ahead.  We are sure the start to the new term has been particularly exciting, or 

maybe a little nerve-racking, for our newest pupils (and their parents), starting 

Reception. We have been delighted with the way our youngest pupils have settled so 

far and we are confident all new children and their families will quickly get to grips with 

school routines.   

Our community spirit is one of our greatest assets and, we are certain, all newcomers in the classroom and ‘on the 

yard’ will be warmly welcomed and well looked after. I would like to congratulate our Year 6 pupils who have been 

doing a marvellous job looking after their Reception buddies. 

Our pupils look wonderful in their school uniform and we would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for your 

on-going support and co-operation in maintaining such high standards.   We hope to work together to ensure this 

continues.  

 

Reception applications for 2020 

Whilst we welcome our newest members of our St. Patrick’s family, the application process for the Reception intake of 

2020 has begun! We will be holding an open morning in our school on Friday 18th October 9.30 – 10.30am for 

prospective parents to look around our lovely school, providing the opportunity to meet staff and pupils. Please spread 

the word! 

Reminders 

Our pupils understand that they should not play on the equipment in the school yard, before or after the school day.  

We have had a great response from pupils who wish to participate in an after-school activity.  For the safety of all 

pupils, we require all children (regardless of year group) to be collected from the main school entrance at the correct 

finishing time by an appropriate adult.  Parents/Carers must park off site and walk into school to collect.  There are 

often large numbers of pupils leaving clubs and we do not want any accidents to occur. The same rule applies when 

dropping off for breakfast club.   Finally, we ask that parents and pupils are mindful that hair should be a uniform 

length and not shaved (as a guide - no shorter than grade 3).  Hair gel is not permitted in school.  Large bows or 

other hair decoration is not permitted.  We ask that bobbles or hairclips are discrete and in keeping with school 

colours.   

Dismissal from school gates. 

To avoid congestion, at the end of the school day, we ask that parents, who are collecting from the big yard, leave by 

the side gate rather than the gate leading directly onto North Road, which teachers use to dismiss classes. This makes 

it easier for teachers to monitor who is being collected as well as directing pupils in Y5 and Y6, who are allowed to 

walk home independently, with consent.  

School Improvement Plan (SIP) 

This year brings us many opportunities for all members of our school to grow and learn together.  We are challenged 

to have the highest expectations in all we do.  Every school produces its own version of a school improvement plan 

which list priorities for development.  We have decided to focus on the following areas listed overleaf. 
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1. Ensure all pupils have access to a broad, balanced and exciting curriculum in order to 
extend their range of knowledge and skills.   

We want our pupils to experience activities across many 
subjects and we aim to provide opportunities to develop pupils’ 
gifts and talents in a variety of areas.  Our intention is to give 
all our pupils a chance to shine. Perhaps they will even surprise 
themselves with widening interests. 

 
2. Improve pupils’ outcomes in reading. 

Reading is the most important skill for pupils in school as it is the 
gateway to the curriculum.  It is a well known saying that, ‘Pupils 
who read succeed’.  Beyond school, it is an essential skill for life! 
We aim to promote and extend reading opportunities throughout 
school by reviewing and enhancing existing good practice.  We 
want to share these aims and expectations with you so you can 
fully support your child at home. Unfortunately, reading only in 
school is not enough. To help us in our quest, we hope to utilise additional adults/volunteers effectively 
and we aim to draw on the skills of our older pupils through the use of reading mentors.  Quite simply, 
where it is not happening already, we want to encourage our pupils to read more! 

 
3. Ensure the highest proportion of pupils possible achieve a ‘good level of development’ and 

‘excellent level of development’ at the end of the Reception year (these are the assessment 
markers at the end of the academic year).  

To help us achieve this, we are going to explore personalising intervention 
– talking more frequently to parents/carers, through structured 
conversations, to ensure the best possible progress for each pupil. We are 
going to improve provision through the development of a new classroom 
and adjacent outdoor facilities over this academic year.  Reception staff are 
also involved in sharing good practice through involvement in the Early 
Excellence Network of local schools. 

 
4. Incorporate sustained and appropriate use of outdoor learning to improve pupil outcomes in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 (this will be a longer-term goal and other year groups will be 
included over time).   

Our pupils have thoroughly enjoyed their experiences of 
‘Forest Schools’.  We want to capitalise on their energy 
and enthusiasm and make this a regular and progressive 
experience.  We plan to use existing school expertise, as 
well as external providers, to make sure we take this 
learning further.  All pupils will still have the chance to get 
involved in Forest School experiences, but we are 

concentrating on developing a scheme of work with our younger pupils first to 
ensure we build on skills appropriately.  

As always, thank you for your co-operation.  We look forward to an interesting and productive year ahead.  If 

you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs J Burgess 


