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We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

Friday 5th July 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Pirates of the Curry Bean 

A huge thank you to pupils, staff, parents and all who helped in any way to make the Y5 and Y6 production 

of Pirates of the Curry Bean such a huge success. The two performances were an utter joy to watch and it 

was wonderful to see such an array of talent on show.  Please view a selection of photographs on our 

school website.  

 

 

Staffing update 

Mrs Murray has recently been appointed as Assistant Headteacher in Middlestone Moor Primary School.  

Whilst we are delighted for Mrs Murray and the new and exciting challenges which await her move, we will 

be very sorry to see her leave as she is such a valued member of our team. 

Mrs Murray will return to St Patrick’s in September and will continue to work as our Year 5 teacher until a 

suitable replacement can be found during the autumn term. 

Mr Taylor, our school cook, has changed career path and has taken on a new position locally.  We would 

like to thank him for his fantastic work at St. Patrick’s.  We gave him a good send-off during last Friday’s 

assembly and wish him well.  Mrs Miller will be taking over the role as school cook supported by Miss 

Dwyer, who will also be continuing her school crossing patrol. 

Reading Recovery 

Mrs Langley has completed her year’s training and is now a fully qualified Reading Recovery teacher – the 

only teacher in Durham Local Authority to hold this qualification.  Well done to Mrs Langley.  We look 

forward to seeing the continued benefits of your work with Year 1 pupils.  

Curriculum update 

Whilst we are in the midst of an extremely busy last few weeks of term, we are also looking ahead to the 

next academic year. All staff have been involved in reviewing our curriculum to ensure pupils continue to 
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have access to a broad, balanced and interesting range of learning opportunities.  As part of this process, 

we have had to review the timetable, in order to ensure we have adequate time to cover a variety of 

subjects over successive weeks or terms.  As a result of this review, we intend to trial removing afternoon 

playtime from our day.  This allows us to accommodate a wider range of activities in both the morning and 

the afternoon session.  It will also ensure afternoons operate smoothly and without interruption.  Yes, it will 

be different but we would like to make this change to see what benefits it brings to our curriculum.  Our 

pupils demonstrate excellent behaviour and a great attitude to learning and we want to make sure they 

have access to all subjects rather than a more restricted approach due to time constraints. 

On a practical level, older pupils would still have access to a toilet break during the afternoon and our 

younger pupils will continue to have on-going access to toilet breaks when necessary.  

We aim to introduce this change in September.  If you feel you would like to share your thoughts with us 

about this, please return the proforma below by Friday 15th July. 

 

Haircuts and school policy 

We would ask that parents and pupils respect our clear school policy regarding hairstyles – which has 

always been in place.  Expectations regarding hairstyle should not be a cause of disagreement, or surprise, 

as the school view is shared from the first induction meeting before your child starts school.  Short hair 

should not be shaved and should be of a uniform length. It should not have any distinct shaved lines etc. 

We are seeing a small number of pupils showing disregard for this expectation.  Due to the age of our 

pupils – this is often parental choice or influence rather than the child’s preference.  This is not fair for the 

majority who respectfully follow our school rules. Depending on age, older pupils may be questioned about 

hairstyles directly, whereas, the parents of younger pupils will be approached by the class teacher, in the 

first instance. Pupils with longer hair should have it tied back with a simple, discreet bobble – no elaborate 

bows or hairbands. Our school prospectus is on our website if you would to use that as a reference point 

for uniform expectations.   

 

Not long to go now until the end of term! There are many exciting actvities left to enjoy, however, so 

please keep an eye on the diary of events so you do not miss out. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Burgess 

Headteacher 

I would like to share my views regarding the proposed change to the organisation of the afternoon 

sessions…. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of parent (optional)…………………………………    
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To be returned by Friday 15th July. 


