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                                         Headteacher: Mrs J Burgess 

We follow in Christ’s footsteps 

Monday 12th November 2018 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Attendance week commencing 5th November -  our ongoing target is 97% 
 
Class Rec Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 W/School 

Attendance 95.3% 98.8% 99.4% 97.5% 99.4% 97.8% 100% 98% 

 
World War 1 Remembrance – Centenary celebrations 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to our pupils and staff for their wonderful work based on WW1 
centenary remembrance.  The Year 5 liturgy was thought provoking and emotional.  One of those watching 
said, “That was the most beautiful liturgy I have ever seen.”  Please come into school to view the display in 
the entrance area.  Thank you also to Mr Milburn, a local historian and member of Catchgate and Annfield 
Plain Action Partnership Group, who came in to talk to pupils and presented them all with a 
commemorative badge funded by the group.  He is going to return to school with some newspaper articles 
from 1918. 

 
Open the Book 

We all look forward to our visitors coming into school to share Bible stories.  Last week children joined in 
with the story of God’s friend, Abraham – exploring the importance of friendship to us. As ever, our pupils 
loved listening to our volunteers (who obviously enjoy this as much we do). We will text a reminder 
regarding the next visit of Open the Book and would encourage you to attend, if possible. 
 

 
 

School disco 
Thank you to Friends of St. Patrick’s for organising and supervising our school disco.  It’s great to see your 
enthusiasm and we look forward to your help at our bag packing and school Christmas fayre. 

 
Talk 4 Writing training day 

Teachers participated in an informative and productive training day, on Friday, with colleagues from 
Durham and Sunderland.  We are now moving into the second and final year of this project.  As you know 
from our school improvement priorities, we are working hard to embed this positive approach throughout 
school and we hope you can see a difference when you see your child’s work during parents’ evening. 
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St. Patrick’s mark the centenary of the end of WW1 
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National Anti-bullying week – Choose Respect 

Our pupils will be involved in a range of activities to complement our usual timetable this week to explore: 
 The definition of respect 
 That bullying is a behaviour choice 
 That we can respectfully disagree with each other i.e. we don’t have to be best friends 

or always  
 agree with each other but we do have to respect each other 
 That we all need to choose to respect each other both face to face and online 

Four of our School Council members from Year 5 and Year 6 will represent St. Patrick’s at Lanchester EP 
School on Thursday at an anti-bullying workshop.  They will feedback to school friends after the event. To 
mark anti-bullying week, we encourage all of our pupils to join in a competition to design an anti-bullying 
poster (including the message of respect).  We have added an entry sheet to the rear of this letter. There 
will be prizes for the winners. Please return all entries to class teachers by Thursday 15th November. 

 
Children in Need Friday 16th November 

Children are allowed to come into school in non-uniform or ‘Pudsey attire’ with a suggested donation of £1 
each for Children in Need. 
 

Reception intake 2019 
Parents have until January 15th to make an application for a place in our Reception class for September 
2018.  Please pass this information to families you know who have a child due to start school next year.  
Our current Reception class are a delight!  They have settled beautifully already and we constantly receive 
nothing but positive comments regarding their excellent attitude to learning and behaviour towards each 
other.  We would love to fill our 25 places, as we know we can offer pupils a wonderful start to their 
education. Our second open morning event for Reception intake 2019 will be on Friday 16th 
November 9.30-10.30am. Please contact school if you are interested in attending. Application packs are 
available from nurseries or from County Hall.  On-line applications can be completed by accessing 
www.durham.gov.uk school admissions.  Please contact school, if you would like further information. 

Looking ahead to Christmas activities 
Christmas is fast approaching and we would like to take the opportunity to provide some updates and 
reminders, in advance, regarding the range of forthcoming events so you are well informed. 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
This year, we will be supporting Stanley Food Bank through our reverse advent calendar.  Please see 
attached letter, which explains this further. We thank you, in anticipation, for your kindness. 
 

The Travelling Crib 
The Travelling Crib will be making its way to your home leading up to Christmas.  All the instructions you 
need will be included in the pack. We hope you enjoy the chance to have a few quiet moments, at this very 
busy time, to reflect on the Christmas story. 
 

Mission Week Monday 26th – Friday 30th November 
After a wonderful week of activities, last year, we have decided to continue our mission this year.  Pupils 
will be involved in activities inside and beyond school to spread God’s message of hope, compassion and 
tolerance to all.  As part of the week, we will have our Christmas fayre on Thursday 29th November 
2pm – 5pm. 

Singing at St Teresa’s Annfield Plain 
Year 3 and Year 4 pupils have been invited to sing at St Teresa’s luncheon club on Wednesday 5th 
December.  It is great to share our pupils’ talents with such appreciative members of our community. 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/
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Beauty and the Beast Pantomime 

Everyone is very excited about our whole school trip to Consett Empire to see Beauty and the Beast on 
Tuesday 11th December. Pupils should not be given money to take to the theatre, as everyone will get 
an ice-lolly to enjoy during the performance. Usual lunch arrangements apply and children should wear 
school uniform.  

Reception, Year 1 and Year2  Nativity Play – Wednesday 12th December and Thursday 13th 
December at 1.30pm in Church 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will perform this year’s nativity play, as indicated above.  You will already 
have received a letter regarding ticket allocation.  Tickets will be distributed during the first week of 
December. We are sure this is an event you will not want to miss. We have invited the lovely residents of 
Dipton Manor and Delight Court to our dress rehearsal. 
 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Dance Performance 
Years 3 and 4 will spend the day working with ‘More than Dance’ to prepare for a performance which will 
be in church on Monday 17th December at 2.30pm.  These occasions are always wonderful and, as a 
result, are very popular.  We are therefore expecting a large audience so be prepared for a tight squeeze!   
 

School Christmas Lunch 
Our delicious Christmas lunch will be served on Tuesday 18th December. There will be traditional roast 
turkey, chipolatas and stuffing, roast and creamed potatoes, seasonal vegetables and gravy, followed by a 
selection of Christmas desserts. 
If your child is on packed lunches but would like the Christmas meal, you will be able to pay £2.05 on 
ParentPay. To allow for the kitchen staff to order provisions for the day we need to know final numbers by 
Monday 3rd  December. Please note that Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children on packed lunches will be 
eligible for a free Christmas lunch under the current Government Universal Free School Meal Scheme and 
payment will not be required. 
Please complete the slip below if your child is currently on packed lunches but would like a school lunch on 
18th December. 

Years 5 and 6 Carol Service 
Year 5 and 6 will be leading a Carol Service in church at 3.30pm to 4.15pm on Wedesday 19th 
December.  We know our pupils will be much encouraged with a fantastic turn-out of friends, family and 
parishioners.   

Christmas Parties 
Christmas parties will take place on Thursday 20th December. Reception, Y1 and Y2 in the morning with 
Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 in the afternoon.  Each child will receive an individual Christmas gift. 
Children can come dressed in party clothes for the full day but please be mindful that they will still be 
outdoors over playtimes and the lunchtime period so will need sensible footwear and warm clothing etc.   

 
End of Term School Mass 

All are welcome to come to the end of term Mass at 1pm on Friday 21st December. Pupils can go 
straight home after Mass, if parents/carers attend the service. 
 
It is wonderful to be able to organise so many activities over this exciting time, however, we do appreciate 
Christmas can be very demanding financially. With this in mind, we intend to subside the overall cost.  We 
ask for a parental contribution to all of these events of £10.00 for each pupil.  This can be made as a one-
off payment or through instalments on ParentPay. If you have any difficulty making this contribution, 
please contact me, or Mrs Charlton, personally. We ensure that no child will ever miss an event due to cost. 
Wow! We are going to have a very busy term indeed!  If you have any questions/concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school office. 
Kind regards 
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Mrs Burgess 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I give permission for my son/daughter _______________________________ to attend all of the Christmas 
activities. Please tick. 
 
I understand I will be asked to make a £10 contribution via ParentPay. 
 
Name of child……………………………….. Signature of parent………………………………. 
 

 
My son/daughter is currently on packed lunches but would like to have a Christmas lunch on Tuesday 18th 
December. I understand there will be a £2.05 charge for Year 3 through to Year 6. 
Return no later than Monday 4th December. 
 
 
Name of child……………………………….. Signature of parent………………………………. 
 


