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Dear Parents/Carers 

As the new academic year is underway, I wish to share with you some of the key priorities we will be focusing on to 
ensure the best possible progress for all our pupils.   

 

Underpinning everything we do, are our core learning qualities: 
 

Showing God’s love, independence, resilience, respect, ambition, perseverance and inquisitiveness. 
 

Priority 1:        
(i)To further extend opportunities for parental engagement across the school to support improved pupil 
outcomes.  
(ii) To build capacity and impact of Friends of St. Patrick’s.    
This priority is on-going.  When home and school work productively together it can make a huge difference to pupil 
outcomes.  We want you to share your child’s education journey with us.  We will continue to 

give you opportunities to: 

 Come into school to hear about what your child is doing, share successes and view work.  
If your child is finding a particular aspect of work challenging, we may invite you in more 

regularly with the aim of finding a way forward together. 

 Attend workshops and parent sessions so you can support your child effectively at home. 

 Volunteer and become involved on a practical level.  

Last year, we were helped by volunteers who read, supported in classes, made resources, worked on improving our 
school site, attended trips and much more! We would now like to see our Friends of St. Patrick’s group have even 

greater impact. To make that happen, we ask that you think seriously about becoming involved.  Please share your 
skills with us by helping in school or by raising funds for our school. Our goal is to develop an outdoor area directly 

linked to the Reception classroom (this is explained further in Priority 5). 

 
Priority 2: 
Ensure expectations and practices within the ‘Talk4Writing’ (T4W) approach are consistently embedded 

in the long-term planning, delivery and monitoring of literacy throughout school leading to improved 

writing attainment and progress. – with a particular focus on boys’ writing. 

We have been involved in the Durham and Sunderland Writing Partnership for a year now.  All staff 

have been involved in training.  This will continue over the next academic year and we are looking to 

see T4W really take off!  The focus on reading and orally retelling stories is important and will form the 

basis of writing throughout school with all children involved from Reception to Y6.  We want our 

writing results to show strong progress when our pupils leave St. Patrick’s. 

 
Priority 3: 

Ensure expectations and practices within the  ‘Convince Me Maths’ approach are consistently embedded 

in the long-term planning, delivery and monitoring of reasoning skills 

throughout school leading to improved maths attainment and progress. 

Again, this is an on-going focus for us.  Within the new maths curriculum there is, 
quite rightly, a big emphasis on reasoning and applying maths skills to solve 
‘problems’. Pupils need to decide, for example, when to use addition, subtraction, 
division or multiplication. In order to do this successfully, children need to have the 
opportunity to explore and develop their knowledge and skills over time before 
attempting to answer more difficult questions.  We are delighted to have been 
selected to be part of the Great North Maths Hub – Mastery Initiative.  This means 
we will be working with specialist maths teachers to improve further the great maths 
teaching that already exists. 
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Priority 4: To ensure staff and governors regularly review the efficiency 
of the school tracking system to support effective monitoring of pupil 
performance.  
It is important for us to ensure our pupils have a broad and balanced curriculum.  

Whilst key skills in maths and literacy are, without doubt, vital to a pupil’s ability to 
function confidently, it is also essential to guarantee experiences in art, P.E. 

computing, history etc.  Last year, we invested in a new tracking system, which 
allows us to see how our pupils are progressing across all these curriculum areas. 

We continue to explore ways for staff and governors to use it most efficiently and 
effectively to assess whole school trends and individual next steps for pupils. 

 

Priority 5: 
Focus on continual improvements in the early years (this includes the development of an outdoor area 

accessible from the classroom).  

Our pupils get a great start to their education at St. Patrick’s - thanks to a team of dedicated and caring staff, who 

have the highest expectations and who constantly look for ways of improving the experiences of our youngest pupils.  

This means continually reviewing curriculum delivery and classroom environment. With the aim of raising attainment 

and rates of progress further, we are looking to renovate the outdoor area 

adjacent to the Reception classroom to make it directly accessible to pupils in all 

weathers!  This is quite an undertaking, which is going to be costly.  With no 

funds available from the diocese, we are looking to allocate some of our existing 

school budget, benefit from some funding from local councillors and fundraise 

ourselves.  We are currently exploring if any grants are available.  We will keep 

you informed of developments and will be calling on your help! If anyone has 

any access to matched funding e.g. if you work in a bank or in any organisation 

who offers specific grants, we would love to hear from you. 

Wow! We like to be ambitious!  As you can see from the priorities listed above, we have a busy and exciting year 

ahead!  We will be sending home our autumn diary of events shortly. In the meantime, may I share with you some 
important dates to get things started. 

 Parents’ meeting – a chance to hear staff talk about the coming year’s priorities Wednesday 19th 

September 3.30 – 4pm.  Pupils can stay and listen too although they must sit with parents/carers.  Please 

complete the proforma below. 

 Phonics workshop for parents of Reception pupils Monday 24th September 3.30pm – 4.30pm.  
Supervision will be available for pupils to allow parents to attend – separate letter already sent to Reception 

parents 

 Open morning for parents/carers of pupils who will be starting Reception in September 2019 –  
Tuesday 18th September 9.30-10.30am.  Please spread the word. 

 
Parent governor 

Finally, I would like remind everyone of the parent governor vacancy.  If you do not have the original reply slip, 

please complete the proforma below.  If you would like some information before making a decision, please contact 
the school office to make an appointment. Thank you, in advance, for the support you give to our school. 

Kind regards  
Mrs J Burgess 

Headteacher 

 

 

 I/We will be attending the parents’ meeting on Wednesday 19th September (school priorities). I 
understand pupils can stay and listen too although they must sit with parents/carers.   

 

Name of parent/carer…………………………………………….  Name of pupil………………………………………………………. 

 

 
 I would like to put my name forward to be considered for parent governor. 

 

Name of parent/carer…………………………………………….   Name of pupil……………………………………………………… 
 

Please return by Monday 17th September. 


