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North Road, Flint Hill, Dipton, Stanley, Co. Durham, DH9 9BB.  Tel:   01207570316 Fax:   01207570316. 
        E-mail: diptonstpatricks@durhamlearning.net Website: http://www.dipton.durham.sch.uk/ 
                                         Headteacher: Mrs J Burgess 

We follow in Christ’s footsteps 
 

Friday 7th September 2018 
Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome Back 
Welcome back to all our pupils and their families.  We hope you have had a lovely summer holiday and you 
are now feeling rested and ready for an exciting academic year ahead.  We are sure the start to the new 
term has been particularly exciting, or maybe a little nerve-racking, for our newest pupils (and their 
parents), starting Reception. We have been delighted with the way our Reception pupils have settled so far 
and we are confident all new children and their families will quickly get to grips with school routines.  Our 
community spirit is one of our greatest assets and, we are certain, all newcomers in the classroom and ‘on 
the yard’ will be warmly welcomed and well looked after. I would like to congratulate our Year 6 pupils who 
have been doing a marvellous job looking after their Reception buddies. 
Our pupils look wonderful in their school uniform and we would like to take this opportunity to thank 
parents for their on-going support and co-operation in maintaining such high standards.   We hope to work 
together to ensure this continues.  We ask, however, that particular attention be paid to style of haircut.  
Hair should be a uniform length and not shaved (no shorter than grade 3).  Hair gel is not permitted in 
school.  Large bows or other hair decoration is not permitted, we ask that bobbles or hairclips are discrete 
and in keeping with school colours.   
This year brings us many opportunities for all members of our school to grow and learn together.  We are 
challenged to have the highest expectations in all we do.  Very shortly, we will share with you our main 
priorities for this coming academic year – an after school parents’ meeting has been arranged for 
Wednesday 19th September at 3.30pm.  We want you, as parents, to feel as involved as possible.   

Staffing 
As you know, Mrs Grundy now has a new post but we plan to have a school gathering in the next few 
weeks to celebrate her 18 years of service to St. Patrick’s.  We have also said goodbye to Miss Algeo today. 
She has been a highly valued member of our breakfast club and lunchtime team.  We wish them both the 
very best of luck for the future.  We are delighted to welcome Mrs Julia Clarke, our new Admin Assistant, 
who will be working mornings in our school office on a part-time basis.   
 

Vacancy for parent governor 
We are looking to recruit a parent to join our vibrant and forward thinking governor body.  As a governor, 
you will have the opportunity to work productively with pupils, parents, staff and a team of other volunteer 
governors to help ensure St Patrick’s continues to provide the best education possible for our children.  If 
you have skills in building development/maintenance/fundraising that would be particularly helpful, 
however, it is not a necessity.  What we require most of all is your time, energy and enthusiasm as well as 
an ability to look to the wide-ranging needs of all our pupils. If we have more than one parent interested, 
an election would be organised.  If you would like to put your name forward, please complete the proforma 
below.  If you would like more information about the role, please contact Mrs Charlton who would be happy 
to arrange a meeting. 
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‘Open the Book’ 
We are pleased to share news of an exciting initiative in school.  Once a fortnight a group of volunteers will 
come into school during assembly time to share bible stories with our pupils.  The sessions will be fun and 
interactive with the aim of extending pupils’ knowledge as well as love of stories.  You are invited to our 
first ‘Open the Book’ assembly on Thursday 13th September at 9.15am. 
 

School Photographer visit – Monday 10th September 
The photographer will be in school for class/group photos only. 
 

Volunteering in school 
During the last year in school, we have been extremely fortunate to have many parents, grandparents and 
friends of the school help out in many ways - snow clearing, reading, making resources, attending trips, 
tidying up the grounds to name but a few. 
We would like to enlist more people, if possible, as we know there are many people out there with a range 
of talents and skills we could use to excellent effect! 
Would you be willing to help coach a football team, for example?  Could you help in school with music?  
Could you be a regular 1:1 reader with pupils? 
If so, we would love to hear from you.  Please complete the expression of interest below and pass the 
information  
to grandparents too! 
All volunteers need to complete a police check through the Disclosure and Barring Service and other 
safeguarding information in advance of working in school.  This check is free for school volunteers and we 
will help you with the process. 
 
If you wish discuss any of the items mentioned or have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the 
school office.  Thank you again for your on-going support.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs J Burgess 
Headteacher 
 

Volunteer expression of interest 
 

Name and contact number Volunteering interest Availability 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Parent governor expression of interest 

I wish to put my name forward to become a parent governor. 
Name…………………………………………………….  Parent of………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Please return by Wednesday 19th September. 
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