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3rd November 2017 

 

Spelling 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As you may be aware, as a school, we have been working on improving spelling and children are making 

progress in this area.  We understand that this success could not have been achieved without parental 

support in helping children to practise these skills at home and we would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you for your ongoing support.   

 

As part of this objective, we introduced the Spelling Pot Challenge.  Every child from Year 1 to Year 6 has a 

pot to store their personal spelling words.  This pot must be brought to school every day.  When a child 

misspells a word in a spelling test, it will be written on a strip of paper and placed into the pot.  Incorrectly 

spelt words from independent writing will also be placed into the pot for further practice.  (These words will 

depend on children’s individual spelling ability.  Children will not be expected to correctly spell words with 

rules that they have not yet covered). 

 

At the end of every half-term, individual spelling tests will take place, covering the words from the spelling 

pots.  If a child correctly spells a word in this test, they can rip it up and remove it from their pot.  The aim 

is to have an empty pot.  At the end of each half-term, there will be a prize for all children with an empty 

spelling pot. 

 

To encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, they will be able to ask an adult to test 

them on their words at any point through the half-term.  Pots will always be available at home and children 

should dedicate some time each week to learning these words. 

 

Daily spelling lessons in school will focus on a weekly rule or pattern.  If children learn this rule, they should 

be able to apply it to a variety of words and make correct spelling choices.  Learning spellings at home is, 

of course, an important part of developing spelling skills.  It is important, however, that children are aware 

of the best ways in which to do this when focusing on a rule.  Learning a list of words for a test on Friday, 

only to have forgotten them by the following week has very limited effect.  Rather than learning individual 

words, we strongly encourage a focus on rules and patterns so that children are able to apply a rule 

when writing independently.  For this reason, the weekly test will be made up of a selection of words which 

follow the rule that has been taught that week.  For example, when focusing on the rule of doubling a 

single consonant before adding ‘ing’, a list of words may include: running, dropping, stopping etc but extra 

words such as: mopping and flapping may be included in the test in order to assess children’s 

understanding of the rule rather than their ability to memorise a list of words.  When working with your 

child at home, you may like to help them to develop their understanding of rules and patterns by asking 

them to spell a variety of words which follow the same pattern or even working together to invent ‘made-
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up’ words to apply the rule to.  An explanation of the weekly rule, giving examples of ‘best bet’ choices, will 

be sent home every Monday in children’s planners.  If you are unsure of the rule or pattern on which your 

child is focusing each week, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher. 

 

Of course, as the English language is tricky at the best of times, not all words follow spelling rules.  For this 

reason, there are National lists of ‘Common Exception Words’ for children to learn in each year group.  

These are words which do not follow rules and simply have to be learnt as whole words.  These words will 

be the focus of the daily spelling lessons or weekly tests (as these will centre around using rules and 

patterns), but it is expected that children spend some time at home, in addition to working on their weekly 

rule, learning these words.  A list of words for each year group has been attached to this letter, along with 

some ideas to practise learning these type of words. 

 

If you have any questions or require any more information about this, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Many thanks, as always, for your continued support, 

 

Miss E Parry 


