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18th September 2017 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

SPELLING POT CHALLENGE 
 
As you may be aware we have introduced a new organisational system for the teaching of spelling and 
phonics.  Children now work in smaller groups, concentrating on individual spelling targets.  This new 
system has been extremely successful and most children have made rapid progress through spelling 
phases.  We understand that this success could not have been achieved without parental support in helping 
children to practise these skills at home and we would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
ongoing support. 
 
As a way of providing even more individualised spelling teaching, we have introduced a ‘spelling pot 
challenge’. 
 
Every child from Year 1 to Year 6 is given a pot to store their personal spelling words.  This pot must be 
brought to school every day.  When a child misspells a word in a spelling test, it will be written on a strip of 
paper and placed into the pot.  Incorrectly spelt words from independent writing will also be placed into the 
pot for further practice.  (These words will depend on children’s individual spelling ability.  Children will not 
be expected to correctly spell words that they have not yet covered). 
 
At the end of every half-term, individual spelling tests will take place, covering the words from the spelling 
pots.  If a child correctly spells a word in this test, they can rip it up and remove it from their pot.  The aim 
is to have an empty pot.  At the end of each half-term, there will be a prize for all children with an empty 
spelling pot. 
 
To encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, they will be able to ask an adult in 
school to test them on their words at any point through the half-term.  Pots will always be available at 
home and children should dedicate some time each week to learning these words. 
 
We are sure that children will engage with this new challenge as it provides opportunities for them to 
compete against themselves and to work on individualised spelling targets. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 

 
Miss E Parry 
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