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Wednesday 13th September 2017 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

As the new academic year is underway, I wish to share with you some of the key priorities we will be focusing on to 
ensure the best possible progress for all our pupils.   

 

Priority 1:        
To further extend opportunities for parental engagement across the school to support improved pupil 
outcomes.  
We have decided to maintain this priority from last year.  When home and school work productively together it can 

make a huge difference to pupil outcomes.  We want you to share your child’s education journey 

with us.  We will continue to give you opportunities to: 
  come into school to hear about what your child is doing, share their successes and view 

their work.  If your child is finding a particular aspect of work challenging, we may invite 

you in more regularly with the aim of finding a way forward together; 
  give us your views on how to make our school even better through the continuation of a 

parent forum group.  We will also be sending out questionnaires more regularly 

beginning with your opinion on marking and homework.  We will make sure we give you a summary of 
responses in a timely manner. 

   

Priority 2: 
Using the Primary Writing Project as a starting point, focus on the professional development of staff. 
We will share good practice internally, and with other schools, in order to improve outcomes 
throughout the school for pupils in reading and writing – boys’ writing in particular  

We are very proud of our pupils’ achievements. Please see our school website which shows very 

positive outcomes for the end of the academic year 2016-2017 with a rise in results in Reception, 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. This is due to the hard work of staff, pupils and, of course parents 

and carers.   At St. Patrick’s, we make a significant investment in our staff; they are our most 
powerful resource. We want our staff to share good practice and support each other to improve.  

We also see the benefits of working with other schools.  This year sees St. Patrick’s join a 2-year 
literacy initiative – The Primary Writing Project.  It will place a significant focus on developing 

pupils’ reading and writing skills.  Our objective is to focus more on the connection between the 

ability to retell stories confidently before writing.  We feel boys particularly will benefit from this 
‘talk for writing’ approach and we hope to see outcomes for boys improve as they move through 

school. As you know our first whole school training day will take place on Monday 9th October  
                            when school will be closed to pupils. 
 

Priority 3: 
Utilising the ‘Convince Me Maths’ approach, incorporate greater 
opportunities, whole school, to develop ‘reasoning’ and problem 
solving skills in order to improve pupil understanding and 
performance.  
We are continuing with our maths focus after seeing the benefits from last 
year.  Within the new maths curriculum there is, quite rightly, a big emphasis 
on reasoning and the applying maths skills to solve ‘problems’. Pupils need to 
decide, for example, when to use addition, subtraction, division or 
multiplication. In order to do this successfully, children need to have 
opportunity to explore and develop their knowledge and skills over time 
before attempting to answer more difficult questions.  Just as we have 
mentioned with writing, talk is important for maths.  Pupils have to explain 
their thinking.  When a teacher is checking a pupil’s understanding she will 
say, 'Convince Me’. Children will have to carefully talk through their answers 
to prove they fully grasp the task.  This approach is to be applied whole 
school. 
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Priority 4: 
To incorporate an efficient, versatile assessment and tracking system which can be extended across the 
curriculum in order to support effective teaching and learning  

 

 

To make sure our pupils achieve well over time, it is important for us to 
continually track their progress.  This helps us focus on individuals as well as 

assess trends or areas for whole school development.  We are currently 
looking at ways to fine tune our current assessment system to make it as 

efficient and effective to operate as possible. 
 

 

 
Our final priority is: 
To ensure our provision for Catholic Life, Collective Worship and R.E. remains 
outstanding  
Our faith identity is the most important aspect of our school as it forms the foundation for all we 

do: our ethos, our expectations and our place in the community.  We want our pupils to have 
opportunities to celebrate their faith in many different ways; developing their understanding that 

prayer and worship take many different forms.  We also want to ensure children have a deep 
understanding of their faith through highly effective teaching and learning opportunities.  We 

want to give our pupils a strong voice and sense of worth so they are able to recognise their own 
gifts.  They will then be well placed to celebrate the gifts and talents of others in a world of 

many different faith communities.   
 
Wow! We like to be ambitious!  As you can see from the priorities listed above, we have a busy year ahead!  We even 

made a head start over the summer.  Thanks to the great support of Durham Tees Valley Community Rehabilitation 
Co., an area has been cleared next to the church car park.  This will be used as a forest school site.  How exciting!  

We will be sending home our autumn diary of events very shortly. In the meantime, may I share with you some 

important dates to get things started. 
 Parents’ meeting - Introduction to the Primary Writing Project, Convince Me Maths and Forest Schools 

Monday 18th September 3.30 – 4pm.  Pupils can stay and listen too although they must sit with 

parents/carers.  Please complete the proforma below. 
 Phonics workshop for parents of Reception pupils Monday 25th September 3.30pm – 4.30pm.  

Supervision will be available for pupils to allow parents to attend. 

 Open morning for parents/carers of pupils who will be starting Reception in September 2018 –  

Tuesday 3rd October 9.30-10.30am.  Please spread the word. 
 

Parent governor 

Finally, I would like remind everyone of the parent governor vacancy.  If you feel you have the time and energy to 
work with us, we would love to hear from you.  If you do not have the original reply slip, please complete the 

proforma below.  If you would like some information before making a decision, please contact Mrs Charlton in the 
school office to make an appointment. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.  Thank you, in advance, for the support 

to give to our school. 
Kind regards  

 
Mrs J Burgess 

Headteacher 

 

 
 I/We will be attending the introduction to the Primary Writing Project, Convince Me Maths and Forest Schools 

event on Monday 18th September 3.30 – 4pm.  I understand pupils can stay and listen too although they must 

sit with parents/carers.   
 

Name of parent/carer…………………………………………….  Name of pupil………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 I would like to put my name forward to be considered for parent governor. 

 
Name of parent/carer…………………………………………….   Name of pupil……………………………………………………… 


